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Wherein  all  that  has  been  written  againft  the  former 
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and  Hiftory. 
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A    SECOND 


LETTER 


T  O    A 


Member  of  Parliament, 

d'V. 


5  /  R, 

HE  Epiftle  I  lately  wrote 
you  hath  drawn  upon  me 
fuch  a  Torrent  of  Scurrility, 
that  I  find  it  not  expedient 
only,  but  neceffary,  to  trouble 

you  once  again.     My  former 

came  unexpected,  whereas  this,  I  dare  fay, 
will  be  expeded  fome  Time  before  it  comes. 
You  are  too  jealous  of  your  own  Reputation, 
to  believe  that  any  Man,  endued  with  a  Por- 
tion of  common  Senfe,  could  fit  down  tamely 

under 
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under  fuch  Treatment  ;  alike  inexcufable 
and  undeferved.  The  Man  who  fcatters  A- 
bufe  may  well  enough  fuftain  it,  but  for  a 
Writer  who  avoided,  with  fo  much  Care  as  I 
did,  all  Reflexions  that  could  be  deemed 
Pcrfonal,  to  be  painted  out  as  a  Diftributer 
of  Poifon  *,  as  a  profelled  Sycophant  -f-, 
and  a  mercenary  Libeller  J,  muft  give  him 
Pain,  though  publiflied  in  Papers  wrote  for 
Bread. 

That  thefe  People  have  altogether  mif- 
taken  my  Defign,  yourfelf,  and  every  im- 
partial Reader,  muft  allow.  They  do  me  the 
Honour  to  affign  me  great  Patrons  and  able 
Inftru6lors,  who,  as  they  would  perfwade 
the  World,  engaged  me  to  fit  down  and  pen 
a  Series  of  Falilioods,  in  order  to  impofe  up- 
on my  Countrymen  ;  whereas  I  am  no  more 
than  a  poor,  plain  Brito??,  fond  of  purfuing 
Truth,  and  learlefs  of  the  Confequences 
which  may  attend  that  Purfuit.  I  thought 
there  were  fome  Things  which  I  could  place 
in  fuch  a  Light,  as  might  deferve  your  Eye, 
and  that  of  the  Publick.  I  thought  the  Li- 
berty of  the  Prels  confided  in  a  Licence  to 
write  any  thing  confident  with  the  Laws, 
without  fuffering  either  in  one's  Perfon  or 
Character.      I  thought   that    fuch  as    were 

Champions 
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Champions  for  this  Liberty,  would  have  been 
tender  of  treating  any  one  ill,  for  making 
Ufe  of  it.  But,  to  my  Coft,  I  find  I  am 
miftaken  j  for  the  fame  worthy  Gentleman 
who  calls  me  Sycophant  without  Caufe, 
would  queftionlefs,  were  he  Secretary  of  State, 
fend  me  to  Goal  without  a  Reafon. 

But,  fuppofing  that  I  had  been  endowed 
with  fo  much  Meeknefs  of  Spirit,  as  would 
have  enabled  me  to  have  born  the  Buffetings 
of  the  Patriots  with  Patience,  yet,  certainly, 
in  fo  doing  I  fnould  have  betrayed  the  Caufe 
of  Truth  i  I  fhould  have  funk  below  the 
Character  of  a  Freeholder,  and  have  left  my 
Readers  under  fome  doubt,  whether  I  had 
really  that  Concern  for  my  Country,  which 
in  my  former  I  laid  Claim  to.  For  this 
Caufe  chiefly,  I  again  take  up  the  Pen,  with 
a  thorough  Refolution  to  refute  the  Argu- 
ments of  my  foul-mouthed  Adverfaries,  with- 
out throwing  them  back  any  Part  of  their 
Billingfgate.  Whatever  fhare  of  Fame  they 
may  have  acquired  by  Scurrility,  and  Scan- 
dal 'j  if  any  thing  can  be  called  Fame,  that 
is  fo  acquired,  let  them  enjoy  it  for  me ;  I 
can  bear  with  Patience  any  Cenfure  that  may 
be  paffed  on  my  Writings,  provided  none 
with  Juftice  fay  that  I  write  like  them. 

I  know  very  well,  that  their  Manner  of 
proceeding  hath  in  it  fomewhat  of  Art, 
though  much  more  of  Nature.     The  Writers 
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in  the  Caufe  of  modern  Patriotifm,  find  It 
neceiTary  to  allow  no  Man  either  Senfe  or 
Sincerity  that  writes  againft  them,  for  fear 
the  People  (hould  give  fome  Heed  to  what 
he  fays,  and  be  thereby  animated  to  a  flrid: 
Enquiry.  This  is  their  Misfortune,  and  I 
pity  them  under  it}  though  that  is  more 
than  they  deferve,  confidering  it  is  entirely 
their  own  feeking.  A15  who  lift  in  the  Caufe 
of  Fadtion  are  Volunteers,  there  is  no  pref- 
fing  Men  into  this  Service  ;  and,  confidering 
the  hard  Duty  they  are  put  upon,  I  (hould 
wonder  that  any  remain  in  it,  if  I  did  not 
fee  fome  Examples  of  a  like  Stubbornefs  in 
other  AiTociations,  which  I  do  not  think  it 
neceffary  to  name. 

This  very  Pradice  of  theirs,  of  abufing 
indifcriminately  every  Man  with  whom  they 
argue,  is  one  of  the  ftrongeft  Proofs  that 
can  be,  of  the  Weaknefs  of  their  Caufe,  as 
well  as  of  the  Meannefs  of  their  Hearts.  In 
all  Controveriies,  of  how  great  Confequence 
foever,  Men,  who  are  concerned  only  for 
Truth,  write  with  Patience  againft  all  whom 
they  think  worth  refuting  j  but,  when  In- 
tereft  or  Prejudice  influence  Mens  Minds, 
they  dare  not  write  with  Decency,  and 
therefore  charge  the  Faults  they  are  confcious 
of  in  themfelves,  upon  fuch  as  oppofe  them. 
This  is  but  too  vifibJe  in  moft  of  the  Con- 
troverfies  which  have  been  carried  on  of  late 
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Years,  but  never  appeared  fo  glaringly  as  In 
our  Political  Difputes  for  fome  time  paft. 
Thofe  who  would  pafs  for  Patriots  are  (or  at 
leaft  would  appear)  fo  thoroughly  perfwaded 
of  the  Juftice  of  their  Caufe,  that  they  Will 
not  fuffer  it  to  be  examined  j  and  have  io 
ftrong  a  Senfe  of  their  own  Probity,  that 
they  fufpeifl  every  Man's  Morals  who  does 
not  range  hlmfclf  on  their  Side. 

This,  for  ought  I  can  perceive,  is  the  fole 
Caufe  of  their  Refledtions  upon  me,  and 
therefore  I  think  I  cannot  enter  better  upon 
my  Juftification,  than  by  fhewing  that  the 
Caufe  I  efpoufe  is  no  probable  Prefumption 
againft  my  having  as  much  Senfe  and  Probi^ 
ty  as  any  of  thefe  writing  Gentlemen,  of 
their  Patrons.  The  boldefl  of  them  cannot 
deny  that  we  enjoy  at  prefent  a  great  many 
Advantages.  The  Crown  claims  no  unintel- 
ligible or  infupportable  Prerogatives,  the  or- 
dinary Courts  of  Judicature  are  always  open, 
always  uninfluenced,  and  unreftrained  in  their 
Proceedings.  Our  Parliament  fit  annually, 
our  Members  fpeak  freely.  The  Prefs  en- 
joys unufual  Liberty,  and  no  Man  fuflers  for 
his  fpeculative  Opinions,  either  in  Govern- 
ment or  Religion.  Why  then  does  it  follow 
that  a  Man  is  a  Rogue  for  liking  the  Situa- 
tion he  is  in  ?  the  pretended  Patriots  make 
no  Secret  of  their  defirlng  great  Alterations, 
and  mufl  we  be  afraid  of  confefiing  our  Dif- 
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like  to  change  ?  they  tell  us  indeed,  that  the 
Body  Politick  is  much  out  of  order,  but  their 
Doctors  differ  about  the  Difeafe.  Some  fay 
it  is  a  Confumption,  and  recommend  a  Change 
of  Councils,  as  a  kind  of  pohtical  Afs's  Milk. 
Others  will  have  it  a  Fever,  and  nothing  will 
ferve  their  Turn  but  letting  Blood.  Now,  if 
after  hearing  all  that  they  fay,  there  are  a 
third  Sort  of  Folks  who  are  fincerely  of  O- 
pinion,  that  the  State  is  in  good  Health,  and 
thefe  Phylicians  only  in  the  Vapours,  muft 
they  be  tame  Spe(3:ators  of  wrong  Meafures 
in  a  Cafe  where  they  are  fo  nearly  concern- 
ed ?  or  ought  they  to  be  deemed  fuch  egre- 
gious Blockheads  for  doubting  whether  thefe 
learned  Gentlemen  will  take  all  the  Pains 
they  promife  without  any  Regard  to  Fees  ? 
At  leaft,  this  is  not  the  Way  of  the  World, 
as  they  themfelves  tell  us  every  Day,  and 
therefore,  let  them  fay  what  they  will,  our 
Sufpicions  are  as  jufl  as  their's. 

There  never  was  a  Civil  War  raifed,  or 
a  Government  overturned,  but  thofe  who 
brought  about  fuch  Mifchiefs  talked  exadily 
in  the  Stile  of  our  Patriots,  and  were  parti- 
cularly remarkable  for  treating  all  that  the 
honeft  People,  who  were  true  to  their  Coun- 
try and  Conftitution,  faid,  as  fo  much  Court 
Cant,  and  as  the  vifible  Effetft  of  flavilh  De- 
pendance.  This  ought  to  make  the  World 
cautious  of  receiving  every  thing  for  Gofpel, 
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which  galls  People  in  Power.     Tho'  it  may 
be  true,  that  all  Adminiflrations  have  fome 
Faults,  yet  it  is  as  true  that  an  Adminiftra- 
tion  will  be  always  neceffary,  and  confequent- 
ly  a  quick  Succeffion  of  Changes,  which   is 
in  Effedl  having  no  Adminiftration  at  all, 
cannot  be  juftified  on  this  Ground.     Such  as 
have  nothing  in  view  but  the  Service  of  their 
Friends  may  be  inceffant  in  their  Endeavours 
at  all  Seafons,  but  thofe  who  are  careful  of 
the  Publick,    and  prefer  the  Nation  before 
any  Set  of  Men  in  the  Nation,  will  always 
have  Refpedt  to  the  Circumftances  of  things, 
and  never  prefs  a  Change  where  it  may  be 
for  the  worfe.     Such  Principles  may  expofe 
them  in  feditious  Times,  when  Mens  Tem- 
pers are  on  the  Fret,  and  the  Populace  be- 
wildered by  the  Propofition  of  various  Pro- 
jed:s,  to  the  Cenfure  of  Want  of  Zeal,  Want 
of  Courage,  or  even  Want  of  Honefly :   But 
their  Confcioufnefs  of  their  own  Innocence 
will  enable  them  to  fupport  fuch  Refledions 
with  Patience,  and  will  not  hinder  them  from 
endeavouring  to  keep  things  in  their  old  Si- 
tuation, as  well  for  the  Sake  of  thofe  who 
oppofe  them  as  for  their  own.     True  Patrio- 
tifm,  like  true  Religion,  is  a  peaceable  Prin- 
ciple which  prompts  Men  to  do  Good  to  all, 
and  though  it  does  not  take  from  them  the 
Senfe  of  Injuries,  yet  it  hinders  them  from 
having  any  Defire  to  return  them.     Who- 
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ever  (liall  ftiidly  confider  thi?,  and  compare 
the  Condutfl  of  the  feveral  Parties  now  lub- 
fifting,  will,  I  dare  fay,  fee  Caufe  to  fufpend 
his  Judgment  at  leaft,  when  he  hears  a  Man 
accufed  as  a  Spreader  of  Falfhoods,  a  Syco- 
phant, and  a  Poifoner  of  the  People,  for  ex- 
horting the  Inhabitants  of  Great  Britain  to 
nick  to  their  prefent  Conftitution,  to  be  con- 
tent with  fuch  Powers  as  are  derived  to  them 
from  their  Anceftors,  and  to  proclaim  no 
Man  a  publick  Enemy  on  the  bare  Evidence 
of  his  bein^;  in  the  Service  of  the  Publick. 
When,  I  fay,  that  fuch  a  Perfon  will  fee 
Caufe  to  fufpend  his  Judgment,  I  fay  that 
you  will  fee  Caufe  to  fufpend  your's,  which 
is  all  the  Favour  I  alk  till  1  have  made  my 
Defence,  upon  which  I  will  now  enter  with- 
out either  Heat  or  Ceremony. 

The  great  Point  I  have  in  view  is  to 
eftablifh  the  Truth  of  what  I  have  formerly 
written  to  you,  by  anfwering  fully  and  clear- 
ly thofe  Objedions  which  have  been  made 
by  my  Antagonifts,  either  as  to  the  Truth  of 
what  I  afTerttd,  or  as  to  the  Judice  of  my 
Conclufions  therefrom.  In  order  to  put  this 
into  the  ealieft,  and  moft  perfpicuous  Method 
poflible,  I  {hall  take  their  Objecflions  in  the 
order  in  which  the  Matters  objeded  to  lie, 
in  my  hrfl:  Letter,  that  the  whole  Train  of 
their  Reafoning  and  mine  may  appear  fairly 
and  without  any  Difad vantage,  fo  that  you 

without 
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without  Difficulty  may  judge  on  which  Side 
the  Truth  lies.  In  doing  this,  I  fliall  alfo 
make  Ufe  of  their  own  Words,  left  it  fhould 
be  furmized  that  I  either  weaken  the  Force 
of  their  Arguments,  by  exprefling  their  Senfe 
after  my  own  Manner,  or  at  leaft  take  off 
that  Edge  of  Wit,  with  which  they  boaft 
of  cutting  down  all  Opponents.  I  confefs 
that  this  Manner  of  adHng  will  give  both 
you  and  I,  perhaps,  more  Trouble  than  is 
abfolutely  necelTary  ;  but  I  am  fo  defirous 
that  Truth  fhould  appear,  and  fo  ready  to 
fatisfy  even  thefe  Writers  themfelves  if  it  be 
poffible,  that  I  would  willingly  fubmit,  not 
only  to  this,  but  to  any  other  kind  of  Labour 
for  that  Purpofe,  as  well  knowing  that  the 
Matters  in  debate  are  of  fuch  high  Impor- 
tance, as  that  a  thorough  Underftanding  of 
them  may  prevent  our  Country's  being  plung- 
ed into  Confuiion. 

In  the  Letter  I  fay,  *"  The  Deputies  from 

*  the  Dutch  Provinces  are  by  no  means  to 

*  be  compared  with  our  Members  of  Parlia- 

*  ment ;  for  this  plain  and  fhort  Reafon,  that 

*  the  Government  of  our  Neighbours  is  a 

*  Democracy,    whereas  hitherto  ours  is  not 

*  fo.     Amongft  them,  the  legiilative  Power 

*  and  the  executive  Power  are  both  in   the 

*  Hands  of  the  People  j  but  becaufe  they  can- 

*  not  manage  it  themfelves,    therefore  they 
^  intruft   certain    Individuals    to  adt  in   the 

*  Name. 
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'  Name,  and  by  the  Authority  of  the  People, 

*  in  fuch  and  fuch  Diftrids.     Thefe  are  pro- 

*  perly  Deputies,  mere  Creatures,  and  abfo- 

*  lute  Dependants  on  the  People,    in  Virtue 

*  of  the  Conftitution  */     To  this  it  is  ob- 

jedted Infiewing  the  Difference  betwixt 

Dutch  Deputies,  and  Englifh  Reprefentatives, 

there   are  two  Mifreprefentatiom  :  The 

Dutch  Deputies  are  not,  and  the  Englifli 
Members  certainly  are.  Creatures  of  the  People 
in  Virtue  of  the  Conjlitution,  though  our  Au- 
thor  is  pkafed  to  reprefent  them  quite  contrary. 
■  Call  the  latter  by  what  Name  you  will^ 
they  have  no  Power  but  what  they  derive  from 
the  People,  and  whenever  they  employ  it  to 
their  Prejudice,   they  are to  their  Con- 

jiituenfs  -f. 

It  is  juftly  obferved,  by  a  late  accurate 
Writer  J  on  the  Government  of  the  United- 
Provinces,  that  though  the  States-General 
are  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  feven  Provinces, 
yet  they  are  by  no  means  Sovereigns,  that  is 
to  fay,  they  do  not  exercife  Sovereign  Au- 
thority :  On  the  contrary  this  belongs  to, 
and  is  adlually  executed  by  the  States  of  each 
Province  :  Every  Province  fends  it's  Deputies 
to  the  Hague,  where  the  States-General,  that 
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Js  the  Body  of  thefe  Deputies,  affemble:  Their 
Number  is  not  fixed,  but  is  generally  fpeak- 
ing  about  Fifty :  Their  Votes  are  not  at  all 
regulated  by  their  Number,  for  every  Pro- 
vince has  one,  and  but  one  Vote,  though  it 
fends  perhaps  fixteen  or  eighteen  Deputies: 
Thefe  Deputies  do  not  ad:  according  to  their 
own  Senfe  of  the  Matters  brought  before 
them,  but  in  Obedience  to  the  Inftrudlions 
they  received  from  the  Province  to  which 
they  belong.  The  States-General  cannot 
make  Peace  or  War,  nor  fo  much  as  enter 
into  a  Treaty  with  any  foreign  Power,  they 
cannot  levy  Troops  or  raife  Money,  make 
Laws,  or  abrogate  them,  but  in  all  thefe 
Cafes,  there  raufl:  be  the  Approbation  of  the 
States  of  each  particular  Province.  In  the 
Provincial  States,  things  are  not  concluded 
by  a  Plurality  of  Voices,  there  muft  be  a 
general  Concurrence,  every  City  that  has  a 
Voice  hath  alfo  a  Negative  Voice,  of  thefe 
there  are  not  lefs  than  fifty-fix,  and  if  but 
one  of  thefe  oppofe  any  Queftion,  it  cannot 
pafs  :  Of  this  we  had  a  very  late  Inftance, 
in  the  Acceffion  of  this  Republick  to  the 
Treaty  of  HaJiover  in  1726,  the  procuring 
of  which  took  up  little  lefs  than  a  whole 
Year.  The  Deputies  therefore  to  the  States- 
General  are,  properly  fpeaking,  Embafladors 
from  feven  independant  Republicks :  The 
Deputies  in  the  Provincial  States    are  Em- 
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bafladors  from  fo  many  little  Sovereignties. 
Thofe  who  have  a  Right  of  fending  De- 
puties, have  alfo  a  Right  of  direding  them  5 
and  the  Common-Council  of  every  little  City 
in  Holland  is  in  fa6t,  according  to  their  Con- 
flitution,  the  dernier  Refort  of  Government. 
This,  in  as  few  Words,  and  with  as  much 
Exadnefs  as  I  am  able,  is  the  Plan  which, 
from  the  Lights  I  have,  appears  to  me  the 
Bafis  of  that  Government  with  which  we 
are  prefent  concerned.  The  next  thing 
therefore  to  be  enquired  is,  Whether  from 
thefe  Premises,  my  Conclufion,  or  that  of 
my  Antagonift,  may  befl:  be  juftified. 

It  appears  from  this  Account  of  the  Mat- 
ter, that  the  Dutch  Deputies  are  not  Repre- 
fentatives,  but  mere  Delegates,  fubjedt  to  In* 
ftru(5tions,  liable  to  be  removed,  and  fup- 
ported  by  Wages  from  their  Conftituents. 
This,  in  my  Judgment,  is  fufficient  to  de- 
monftrate  that  I  reprefented  the  thing  fairly 
to  you  at  firft.  I  then  obferved  that  the  Go- 
vernment of  Holland  was  a  Democracy,  or 
popular  Government,  and  fo  if  ever  there  was 
a  Government  that  deferved  that  Name  it 
certaiiily  is ;  That  the  Deputies  are  not  at 
Liberty  to  adl  according  to  their  own  Wills 
is  what  even  my  Adverfary  will  not  deny  j 
they  muft  therefore  adt  according  to  the  Will 
of  others ;  and  tracing  this  backward,  Step 
by  Step,  we  come  at  laft  to  the  Individuals 
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who  compofe  the  feveral  Orders,  or  are 
Burghers  of  the  feveral  Cities  which  have 
Voices  in  each  of  the  Provincial  States.  On 
the  vi^hole,  therefore,  I  think  I  have  made  it 
as  plain  as  the  thing  poffibly  can  be,  that  the 
Dutch  Deputies  are  Creatures  of  the  People. 

The  next  thing  I  am  to  {hew  is,  that  the 
Members  of  an  Rnglifi  Houfe  of  Commons 
are  not  fuch  Creatures  of  the  People,  which 
I  conceive  is  not  more  difficult  than  to  {hew 
that  two  and  two  make  four,  or  that  feme 
People  are  no  Saints,  though  they  fet  up  for 
Patriots.  In  the  fir{l  Place,  the  Number  of 
our  Members  is  certain,  a  County,  a  City,  a 
Borough,  are  all  limited  as  to  the  Number 
they  are  to  chufe  by  the  Confbitution ;  fe- 
condly,  the  Powers  and  Privileges  which  be- 
long to  Members  of  Parliament,  belong  to 
them  by  Virtue  of  the  Conftitution,  their 
Con{lituents  do  indeed  give  their  particular 
Members  a  Right  to  them,  but  then  they 
can  neither  leffen  nor  increafe  them  j  thirdly, 
as  Reprefentatives  of  the  Commons  of  Great- 
Britain^  the  Members  are  abfolutely  free  in 
their  Debates,  and  in  their  Votes.  The  Le- 
gal Authority,  that  is,  the  Authority  vefted 
by  the  Conliitution  in  the  People,  refides, 
while  they  are  fitting,  in  them ;  and  though 
my  Antagonift  is  fo  hardy  as  to  infinuate,  that 
they  may  be  Traitors  to  their  Con{lituents, 

for   fo  his is  to  be  filled  up  j  yet,  I 
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think,  the  Crime  of  fuggefting  this,  without 
any  Ground,  is  a  Species  of  Treafon  no  lels 
certain,  and  of  which  we  have  Reafon  to 
iland  in  more  Fear.  It  is  indeed  an  Offence 
of  which  fome  People  have  been  already 
guilty,  and  which  is  much  to  be  regretted, 
their  Country  has  been  puniflied  for  it  j  that 
is  to  fay,  the  Bulk  of  the  People  have  had 
their  Heads  turned  with  ftrange  Notions, 
and  their  Minds  poifoned  by  fcandalous  Sug- 
geftions,  in  confequence  of  which  a  general 
Licentioufnefs  begins  to  prevail,  the  Effeds 
of  which  may  be  fatal  not  only  to  us,  but 
to  our  Pofterity. 

From  a  due  Confideration  of  thefe  Points 
we  may  eafily  and  certainly  learn,  wherein 
confifts  the  eflential  Difference  between  our 
Form  of  Government,  and  that  of  the  U- 
nited-Provinces ;  as  alfo  why  fome  People  arc 
fo  fond  of  puzzling  this  Matter,  and  of  en- 
deavouring to  make  us  confound  Reprefenta- 
tives  with  Deputies.  In  the  United-Provin- 
ces the  fupreme  Power  is  lodged,  as  hath 
been  fliewn,  as  much  as  may  be  in  the  Peo- 
ple. In  Britain  again  the  fupreme  Power  is 
not  in  the  King,  in  the  Lords,  or  in  the 
People,  but  in  the  King  and  three  Eftates  af- 
fembled  in  Parliament.  Whoever  endeavours 
to  alter  this  is  a  Traitor  to  the  Conftitution, 
whatever  artful  Colourings  he  may  make  ufe 
of  to  hide  his  Purpofe.    A  Couxifellor  who 

advifes 


(  '9) 

advifes  his  Prince  to  take  fuch  Meafures  as 
may  conduce  to  the  rendering  himfelf  abfo- 
lute,  is  an  Enemy  to  his  Country,  and  I  dare 
fay  nobody  doubts  it.     Neither  is  there  any 
Reafon  to  doubt  that  fuch  as  pretend  to  put 
the  People  upon  claiming  Power?,  to  which 
they  have  no  Title  by  the  Conftitution,  are 
alfo  Enemies  to  their  Country.     Becaule  in 
either  Cafe   a  Tyranny  would  follow,    the 
Conftitution  would   be  fubverted,    and   the 
People,    notwithftanding  all    the   fallacious 
Promifes  made  them,  irretrievably  undone.    I 
cannot  let  flip  fo  favourable  an  Opportunity 
of  explaining  a  Point  which  I  am  abfolutely 
perfwaded  is  not  thoroughly,  or  at  leaft  not 
generally,    underftood.     The  Point  is  thisj 
that  though  both  we  and  the  Dutch  are  free, 
yet  our  Freedom  is  greater,  and  morp  exten- 
five  than  thcir's,  and  this  by  reafon  of  our 
Conftitution.    For  the  Foundation  of  a  limit- 
ed Monarchy  being  firmer  and  broader  than 
that  of  a  Democracy,  there  is  therefore  lefs 
Danger  of  it's  being  fubverted  -,  whence  it  fol- 
lows,  that  larger  Bodies  of  People  may  be 
trufted  with  the  Power  of  electing  fuch  as 
are  to  execute  their  Share  in  the  Government 
under  fuch  a  Form  of  Rule,  than  can  be 
done  in  the  other  Cafe,  which  is  the  Reafon 
why   ten   times   the    Number  have   here  a 
Share  in  our  parliamentary  Elections,  than  have 
any  thing  to  do  with  the  Deputies  in  Hollafid, 

C  2  This 
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This  fhows  the  Advantage  of  our  Conftitu- 
tion  over  their's,  and  is  aUb  a  manifeft  Proof, 
that  fuch  as,  under  Pretence  of  fupporting  the 
Power  of  the  People,  would  influence  them 
to  render  their  Reprefefltatives,  Deputies, 
would  in  fa<5t  do  them  no  Service ;  and  here- 
in lies  the  great  Secret  why  a  Common- 
wealth, if  it  could  be  fet  up,  never  would  be 
long  maintained  here.  Defigning  Men  may 
fo  flatter  the  Populace,  with  Schemes  of  fub- 
jedting  Government  to  the  Will  of  thofe  who 
ought  and  muft  be  governed,  as  to  create  a 
feditious  Humour,  and  a  Pronenefs  to  expedt 
they  know  net  what  themfelves  j  but  Reafon 
and  F-xpericnce  convinces  us,  that  all  this  is  be- 
fide  the  Purpore,and  that  inftead  of  promoting 
the  Eafe  and  Happinefs,  fuch  Projeds  as  thefe 
bring  on  the  People  Mifery  and  Difi:refs.  A 
View  to  thefe  Confequences,  however  remote, 
firft  inclined  me  to  (how  the  Impropriety  of 
introducing  new  Terms  in  refpedt  to  Mem- 
bers;  becaufe  it  is  well  known,  that  fuch  as 
have  in  View  the  changing  of  Things,  begin 
firft  with  changing  Words. 

In  my  former  Letter  I  told  you  frankly, 
that  I  thought  the  modern  Method  of  in- 
truding Members  how  to  behave  in  Parlia- 
ment was  not  agreeable  to  our  Conftitution. 
This  feems  greatly  to  have  alarmed  the  Wri- 
ters I  have  to  deal  with.  I  w^ill  firft:  refute 
what  they  have  advanced  upon  this  Subjed 

in 
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in  Oppofition  to  what  I  had  laid  down,  and 
having  done  this,  I  will  go  on  to  make  it  as 
plain  to  you  as  any  Point  can  be  made,  that 
what  I  before  offered  is  the  Truth,  accord- 
ing to  the  infallible  Rule  for  adjufting  politi- 
cal Truths  amongft  us,  I  mean  the  Conftitu- 
tion. 

One  of  my  Antagonifts,  to  overthrow  what 
I  had  afferted,  viz.  '  That  the  Right  of  in- 

*  ilruding   is  a   new  Claim,*    writes  thus. 

*  A"S  to  the  Antiquity  of  the  Claim,  I  refer 

*  him  to  Lord  Coke,  where  he  will  find  the 

*  Pradice  of  inftruding  as  antient  at  leafl  as 

*  Edivard  III,    of  which  he  gives  two  re- 

*  maikable   Inftances  j    and     it   hath   from 

*  time  to  time  been  ever  fince  in  conftant 
'  Ufe  *.' 

The  Quotation  from  my  Lord  Coke  is  falfe, 
it  ftands  3  Inji.  34.  I  fuppofe  it  fhould  be 
the  fourth  Inftitute,  for  there,  in  the  thirty- 
fourth  Page,  the  Inftances  referred  to  occur. 
I  will  fet  down  that  in  the  Reign  oi  Ed- 
ward III,  in  the  Words  of  Lord  Coke^  and 
then  the  Reader  will  plainly  perceive  what 
Credit  is  due  to  my  Antagonift.     *  At  the 

*  Parliament  holden  in  9  Edw.  Ill,  when  a 
'  Motion  was  made  for  a  Subfidy  to  be  grant- 

*  ed  of  a  new  Kind,  the  Commons  anfwer- 

*  ed,  that  they  would  have  Conference  with 

'  thofe 

*  Craftrman,  January  10,  1741; 
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*  thoie  of  their  feveral  Countries  and  Places, 
'  who  had  put  them  in  Truft,  before  they 

*  treated  of  any  fuch  Matter  *,' 

How  this  proves  the  Claim  of  inftrudling 
I  cannot  conceive ;  for  nothing  can  be  plainer, 
than  that  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Commons 
meant  to  inform  themfelves  by  Enquiry,  and 
not  to  receive  Inftrudtions  from  others  in  an 
authoritative  Way.  To  put  this  Matter  out 
of  doubt,  and  to  clear  up  this  general  Obfer- 
vation  of  Lord  Coke^  I  will  cite  another  In- 
flance  in  the  fame  Reign,  about  which  there 
can  be  no  Miftakes,  and  from  which  the 
true  Meaning  of  the  Phrafe  in  Queftion  will 
be  fully  {hewn.  ^  .  ^^^y^ 

On  the  25th  o{  Aiiguji^  in  the  13th  Year 
of  his  Reign,  not  long  before  King  Edward 
made  a  great  Inroad  into  France^  the  Duke 
of  Cornwall^  Guardian  of  England^  in  bis 
Name,  ilTued  Writs  for  a  Parliament  to  meet 
fifteen  Days  after  the  Feaft  of  St  Michael-]'. 
To  which  Parliament  came  the  Archbiihop 
of  Canterbury,  the  Bilhop  of  Durham,  and 
Mr  William  dc  la  Pole,  from  the  King  then 
in  France  %,  to  (how  the  Lords  and  Com- 
mons what  he  had  done  beyond  Sea,  and 
his  Condition  there,  and  the  MIfchief  that 
had  befallen  him,    and  thofe  with  him,  by 

reafon 

*  4  Inftit.  Cap.   I.  p.  34. 
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reafon   he  was  not  fupplied  from  Englajtd. 
At  the  fame  time  came  Letters  to  the  Earl 
of  Huntington^  and  to  the  PruJJia  Merchants, 
that  the  King  was  in  Fra?ice,  near  St  ^in- 
tins,    with  an   Army  of  1 5000  Men,    and 
more,  fo  as  it  was  hoped,  with  the  Aid  of 
God,    he  would   be   honoured   through    the 
whole  World,  and  his  Liege  People  fafe  in 
all  Points,  and  prefer ved  for  ever  5  then  alfo 
he  fhewed  to  the  great  Men  and  Commons, 
how  that  he  and  others  that  were  with  the 
King,  for  the  Charge  they  had  been  at,  to 
have  his  Allies   and  others  to  march  with 
him  into  France^  were  obliged  with  him  for 
300000/.  Sterling,  or  more,  and  how  that 
the  King  and  his  Friends  could  not  honoura- 
bly depart  from  thence,  without  giving  his 
Creditors  Satisfaction  ;  and  likewife  that  for 
this  Caufe,  and  for  the  Maintenance  of  him 
and  his  Quarrel,  which  was,  undertaken  by 
the  common  AfTent  of  them  all,  and- for  his 
Bufinefs  on  this  Side  the  Water,  he  ought  to  be 
fupplied  with  a  very  great  Sum.    Whereupon 
in  this  great  Neceiiity,  it  was  thought  con- 
venient to  aid  him  with  a  very  great  Sum, 
or  he  would  be  difhonoured,  and  he  and  his 
people  deflroyed  for  ever ;  and  it  was  agreed 
by  the    great  Men  {les  Gra?itz  ont  grante) 
to  give  him  every  tenth  Sheaf,  Fleece,  and 
Lamb,    of  their  Demefnes,  except  of  their 
Bond  Tenants,  The  Commons  declare  them- 

lelves 
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felves  very  foi'ward  and  willing  to  affifl  the 
King,  but  they  pray  the  Duke  of  Cornwally 
Guardian  of  Englafidy   and  the  Lords,  that 
he  would  fummon  a  Parliament  to  meet  in 
convenient  time ;   that  the  meanwhile  they 
might  go  into  the  Country,  to  endeavour  to 
have  an  Aid  granted,  anfwerable  to  the  King's 
Neceffity  j    and  they  farther  pray,  that  two 
of  the  beft  valued  Knights  might  be  chofen 
in  every  County  for  that  Parliament.     Ac- 
cordingly the  Guardian  iiTued  Writs  on  the 
i6th  of  No-vefnber  *  for  another  Parliament 
to  meet  eight  Days  after  St  Hillary^  or  20th 
of  'January^    in  which  the  Commons  gave 
the  King  30,000  Sacks  of  Wool,  upon  cer- 
tain Conditions  comprifed  in  Indentures  made 
hereupon  -f*  j    the  Clergy  gave  nothing,  be- 
caufe  in  the  eleventh  Year  of  his  Reign  they 
gave  triennial  Tenth  toward  the  War  coming 
on  then  with  the  King  of  France^    and  to 
pay  GermnnSy  Brabanters^    and  others  confe- 
derated   with   him  againft  that   King,    the 
three  Years  being  not  then  expired. 

The  Point  about  which  the  Reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  Commons  defired  to  be  inform- 
ed, was  not  whether  they  fhould  grant  a 
Supply,  but  in  what  Manner  they  fhould 
grant  it,  fo  as  that  it  might  anfwer  the  King's 
immediate  Wants,  and  be  levied  with  lead 

Difficulty 

*  Cl.  15.  Ed.  III.  Par.  2.  M.  i.  Dorf. 
f  Rot.  rarl.  13.  Ed.  Hi,  Par.  2.  «.  5,  6,  -. 


(25) 
Difficulty  upon  the  People.  The  common 
Method  of  taxing  in  thofe  Days  was  lefs 
certain,  and  yet  more  opprefTive  than  any  of 
the  Ways  now  in  Ufe,  and  therefore  in  fuch 
an  extraordinary  Cafe  as  this  was,  where  the 
Needs  of  their  Sovereign  were  fo  great,  and 
their  own  Circumflances  none  of  the  beft, 
there  was  certainly  a  great  Deal  of  Wifdom, 
and  Loyalty  in  this  Meafure  taken  by  the 
Houfe  of  Commons.  But  that  they  wanted 
Information  only,  and  not  Inftrud:ion  in  ths 
modern  Senfc,  appears  mofl  evidently  from 
hence,  that  they  undertook  for  a  Supply  and 
defired  another  Parliament  might  be  called. 

On  the  whole  there  can  be  nothing  more 
fallacious  than  to  cite  Examples  of  this  Na- 
ture, in  fupport  of  a  Pradice  of  a  quite  dif- 
ferent kind.     No  body  ever  denied  that  in 
certain  extraordinary  Cafes,    the  Members  of 
he  Houfe  of  Commons  mi^ht  have  Recourle 
o  their  Conftituents  for  Information,  and  in 
efpecft  to  this.  Lord  Coke  is  very  clear.    *  It 
is  alfo  the  Law  and  Cuflom  of  the  Par- 
liament,   that   when   any    new   Device  is 
moved  for  on  the  King's  Behalf,    in  Par- 
liament for  his  Aid,  or  the  like,  the  Com- 
mons may  anfwer,    that  they  tendered  the 
King's  Eftate,    and  are  ready   to  aid  the 
fame,  only  in  this  new  Device  they  dare 
not  agree  without  Conference  with  their 
Countries  j  whereby  it  appeareth,  that  fuch 
D  *  Conference 
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*  Conference  is  warrantable  by  the  Law  and 

*  Cuftom  of  Parliament  *.'  This  is  diredlly 
in  the  Teeth  of  the  new  Docftrine  of  inftru- 
ding  Members.  For,  if  Lord  Coke  had 
dreamt  that  it  was  legal,  or  fo  much  as 
warrantable  for  Electors  to  prefcribe  to  their 
Reprefentatives,  he  needed  not  have  expreffed 
himfeif  with  fo  much  Caution ;  befideSj  here 
are  two  manifeft  Reftrifticns  mentioned  even 
in  the  Cafe  of  confulting,  Firft^  it  muft  be 
in  cafe  of  fome  new  Device,  on  behalf  of  the 
Crown,  and  Secondly^  this  Confutation  muft 
be  in  Virtue  of  an  Order  of  the  Houfe. 
The  Reader  will  eafily  difcern  by  the  Pains 
I  have  taken  in  this  Matter,  that  I  have  no- 
thing in  View,  but  Truth,  and  the  Prefer- 
vation  of  the  juft  Rights  of  the  People.  This 
alone  inclines  me  fo  Itrenuoufly  to  oppofe  the 
pretended  Right  now  in  Queltion,  there  be- 
ing nothing  more  certain,  than  what  Lord 
Coke  has  obferved,  that  Innovations  ayid  No- 
velties in  Farliamentary  Proceedings,  are  tnojl 
dangerous,  and  to  be  refufcd  -f-,  that  is,  re- 
jeded. 

The  Inftancee  the  Writer  before  mention- 
ed gives  in  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  II  J, 
are  quite  befide  the  Purpofe ;  thofe  who  were 
concerned  in  them,  thought  the  Government 

on 
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on  the  Point  of  being  difTolved,    took  thofe 
Steps  he  mentions,  becaufe  they  were  in  their 
Power,  and  would  have  taken  bolder  if  they 
could,    but  Things  at  that  Time  were  not 
ripe.     I  cannot  therefore  admit  thefe  for  Pre- 
cedents in  peaceable  Times,    when  our  Go- 
vernment is  flridly  according  to  our  Confti- 
tution,  and  v/hen  confequently  there  ought 
to  be  the  greatefl  Harmony  between   King 
and   People.      My   Adverfary  alfo  ought  to 
have  remembered,  that  many  who  were  con- 
cerned in  thefe  Steps,  were  inclined  to  throw 
the  v^'hole  Legiflative  Power  into  the  Hands 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons ;    for  the  very 
fame  Reafon  that  fame  Folks  are  now  fo  fond 
of  the  Peopk,  becaufe  they-  feem  to  be  in  the 
fame  Opinions.     Whoever  coniiders  the  Li- 
bels of  thofe  Times,  and  compares  them  with 
the  prefent,  will,  J  am  afraid,  fee  too  great 
a  Likenefs ;  yet  fure  two  Governments,  or  at 
lead  two  Englijh  Governments,   were  never 
more  unlike.      Paffive  Obedience  was  then 
the   Dodtrine   of  the  Church,    and  of  the 
Court,    whereas   Principles    of  Liberty    are 
now  recommended  from  the  Throne.     The 
Proteflant  Religion  was  in  the  utmoft  Dan- 
ger, the  PoffefTor  of  the  Crown  was  a  con- 
cealed,   the    Prefumptive  Heir    a  profeffed 
Papift.     The  great  View  of  the  Court  was 
to  fecure  Parliaments  by  new  Charters,  or  if 
that  could  not  be  done  to  govern  without 
D  2  them 


(  28  ) 

them.  We  are  now  void  of  any  Fears  a- 
bout  Religion,  and  if  the  Conftitiuion,  or 
the  Peoples  Freedom,  be  in  any  Danger,  it 
comes  from  another  Quarter,  and  not  from 
the  Court. 

As  to  the  Kentifi  Petition  in  King  Wil- 
liams Time,  lam  extreamly  obliged  to  this 
Writer  for  mentioning  it,  efpecially  in  the 
Manner  he  doesj  he  fays  thofe  concerned 
therein  carried  their  Claim  to  an  unjujiifi- 
ahle  HeightL\  this  could  not  be  in  refpeft  to 
petitioning,  for  that  they  certainly  had  a 
Right  to  do;  but  their  Petition  being  in  the 
Nature  of  an  Inftru6tion,  my  Antagonift,  in 
conderrning  this,  gives  Evidence  againft  him- 
felf ;  and  the  Reafon  he  gives  for  it,  is  the 
bed  that  could  poiTibly  have  been  given  ; 
7hcy  took  upon  tke?njehes^  fays  he,  to  inflruB 
not   only    their   o%cn  Reprefentativcs^    but  the 

nz'kole  Houfe  of  Commons  5 it  this  was  a 

}uft  Reafon  for  ceniuring  them,  as  this  Wri- 
ters owns  it  was,  then  all  Inllrudicns  are  a 
like   illegal,    for   as  my  Lord  Coke  tells  us,- 

*  Every  Member  though  he  be  chofen   for 

*  one   particular   County    or   Borough,    yet 

*  when  he  is   returned,    and   fits  in   Parlia- 

*  ment,  he  ferveth  for  the  whole  Realm,  for 

*  the  End  of  his  comJng  thither,    as  in  the 

*  Writ  of  his  Election  appeareth,    is  general, 

*  ad  jaciendum  6?  conjcntiendum^    &c  *.'     It 

comes 

*  4  Inllit.  Cap.  I.  p.  14. 
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comes  then  to  the  fame  thing,  whether  they 
profeffedly  inftrud:  their  own  Members,   or 
the  whole  Houfe,    they  have  juft  the  fame 
Right  to  do  the  one  as  the  other.     In  refpe(S 
to  the  laft  Inflance,  about  the  Excife  Scheme, 
it  is  altogether  out  of  the  Cafe,    fince  many 
who  oppofed    that  Scheme  declared  againit 
any  Right  their  Eledors  had  to  inftrucft  them. 
Befides,  none  afferted  that  Power  to  be  in 
the  People,  but  thofe  who  afiert  it  now ;  and 
every  time  a  Corporation  fends  up  an  Inftru-p 
d:ion,  the  Precedent  may  as  well  be  pleaded, 
as  the  Inftrudtions  then  fent.   Either  is,  with- 
out Doubt,  fufficient  Evidence  of  a  Claimy 
but   the   Queftion  is  as  to  the  Right.      A 
Houfe  of  Commons   once  devolved  all  it^s 
Power  upon  a  Committee,  would  it  be  any 
Proof  of  their  having  a  Right  to  do  fo,  if 
from  Hiftory  I  (hew  defaBo,  they  once  really 
did  it?  No,  certainly  J  neither  can  a  Repeti- 
tion of  illegal  Adts  make  them  legal.    Thus, 
I  hope,  I  have,  to  your  Satisfadtion,  cleared  the 
Objedlions  that  have  been  made  againft  the 
Argum.ents  advanced  by   me  in  my  former 
Letter.     1  fhall  now  proceed  to  fome  other 
Reafons  why  1  conceive  that  this  Pradtice  is 
diredliy  repugnant  to  the  Conftitution,    and 
might,  if  it  grew  into  Ufe,  prove  extremely 
detrimental  to  the  Public  Peace  and  to  the 
People. 

If 
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If  Eledors  had  any  Right  to  Inftrufl  their 
Members,  fo  as  thereby  to  diredl  their  Votes, 
it  would  limit  at  leaft,    if  not  entirely  take 
away,  the  Freedom  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons.    We  all  know  that  things  which  con- 
iidered  in  one  Light  appear  juft  and  reafon- 
able,  may  when  they  are  conlidered  in  other 
Lights  be  found  unfit,    and    impradicable. 
The  Manner  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  is 
to .  yj^vy .  and   examine  the   Matters    which 
come  before  them  in   all   Lights.      But   to 
what  Purpofe  would  this  be,  if,  before  their 
coming  to  Parliament,    the  Point  was  fettled 
for  them  in  their   Inftrudions.      In  fuch  a 
Cafe  could    they  be  called  Reprefentatives  ? 
My  Lord  Coke  fays,  that  in  cafe  of  any  new 
Device  in  favour  of  the  Crown,    it  was  war- 
rantable  for  the  Commons  to  confult  their 
Conftituents;  but  if  a  Crotchet  comes  into 
the  Head  of  the  People,  it  feems,  their  Re- 
prefentatives fhall  not  have  leave  to  confult 
fo  much  as  their  Reafon,  the  Public  Peace, 
or  the  Good  of  the  People  they  reprefent. 
Surely^  this   is  contrary  to  common   Senfe, 
and  never  can  be  feriouily  maintained  by  any 
Man,   who  confiders   the   Confequences    of 
■what  he  alTerts,  in  refped  to  the  Quiet  and 
Welfare  of  his  Country. 

In  point  of  Law  again,  how  fuits  this 
Right  of  inllruding  witn  tiie  Frame  of  the 
Writ  of  Summons ;  by  it  every  County,  City, 
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and  Borough,  is  diredled  to  fend  fit  Perfons ; 
and  my  Lord  Coke  fpends  a  great  deal  of 
Time  in  {hewing  wha.t  Properties  a  Parlia- 
ment-Man {hould  have.  There  would  be  no 
Need  of  all  this,  if  thefe  Reprefentatives  were 
to  be  governed  by  Inftrudlions.  The  utmoft 
Care  ought  to  be  taken  in  ele<5ling  fuch  as, 
by  their  own  Judgment,  are  to  decide  for 
their  Conftituents;  but  there  feems  to  be  no 
Reafon,  why  the  fitteft  Perfons  in  a  Borough 
fhould  be  fent  to  Parhament,  fubjeft  to  the 
Diredlions  of  fuch  as  are  lefs  fit  to  judge  of 
publick  Affairs  than  themfelves.  Next  I 
Ihould  be  glad  to  fee  that  Claufe  in  the 
Writ,  which  requires  the  Eledtors  to  inftru(ft 
their  Member  j  we  know  with  what  Care 
Writs  were  anciently  formed,  and  we 
know  what  Lord  Coke  fays  of  the  high  Na- 
ture of  the  Writs  of  which  we  are  fpeaking; 
is  it  not  ftrange  then,  that  thefe  Writs  (hould 
defcend  to  many  minute  Particulars,  and  yet 
pafs  over  this  which  is  more  material  than 
them  all.  Befides,  our  Books  are  filent. 
Lord  Coke  fays  there  was  a  Treatife,  intituled. 
Modus  tenendi  Parli amentum^  framed  by  Di- 
rection of  William  the  Conqueror^  of  which 
he  made  great  Ufe  in  the  fourth  Part  of  his 
Injiitutes.  How  comes  it,  if  there  was  any 
fuch  Right,  that  nothing  was  faid  in  this 
Treatife  concerning  Inftrudtions  to  Members? 
if  the  Right  accrued  afterwards,  how  came 
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Lord  Coke  himfelf  not  to  take  Notice  of  it  ? 
or,  which  is  dill  ftronger,  how  came  all  the 
great  Aflerters  of  the  Peoples  Privileges,  who 
have  written  fo  copiouily  upon  Parliaments, 
never  to  fay  a  Syllable  concerning  Inftruc- 
tlons  ?  I  mean  Inftrudions  in  the  modern 
Senfo,  fuch  a  one  as  that  publifhed  lince  my 
former  Letter.  Let  the  Party  anfwer  this  if 
they  can. 

The  only  thing  which  has  the  Colour  of 
Reafon,  on  the  other  Side  of  the  Qiicftion, 
is  the  NecelTity  of  applying  to  their  Repre- 
fentatives  in  regard  to  the  Grievances  the 
People  may  hbour  under  j  now  this  th'ey 
may  efFedually  do  by  Petition.  This  feems 
to  be  the  mod  realbnable  Way  ^  for  the  Power 
of  the  People  being,  according  to  our  Con- 
itittftion,  vefted  in  their  Reprefentatives,  to 
them  they  ought  naturally  to  apply;  this  be- 
ing, as  may  be  prefumed,  one  great  Reafon 
for  trufting  them  with  ib  great  a  Power.  As 
this  is  rational  and  probable,  fo  our  Books 
tell  us  it  is  legal  likewife.  The  Right  of 
petitioning,  ond  of  being  relieved  upon  Pe- 
titions, is  a  Right  which  was  always  claim- 
ed, and  never  difputed,  but  in  very  unfet- 
tled  Times,  and  when  Parliaments  were 
awed  by  tlie  Power  of  ambitious  Princes. 
Since  therefore  there  was  always  this  reafon- 
able  and  legal  Way  for  the  People  to  inform 
their  Reprefentatives,    either  of  Grievances 
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under  which  they  fuffered,  or  of  Benefits 
which  they  might  expert,  why  fhould  we 
dream,  againft  all  the  Lights  of  Reafon, 
Law,  and  Hiftory,  that  our  Anceftors  claim- 
ed a  Right  of  initrudling,  or  why  fhouid  we 
be  fo  fond  of  creating  fuch  a  Right  to  our 
felves  ?  thofe  who  contend  for  this  admit,  that 
each  County,  City,  or  Borough,  can  inftrud: 
it's  own  Members  only,  and  even  this  we 
have  fliewn  to  be  imprad:icable;  whereas,  in 
the  other  Way  of  petitioning,  the  People 
may  freely  reprefent  whatfoever  they  think 
fit  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  {o  put  the 
Matter  into  a  proper  Train  of  Enquiry. 
Shall  we  fall  out  with  the  eafieft,  fafeft,  and 
moft  advantageous  Method,  merely  becaufe 
it  is  legal  beyond  Difpute  ?  or  ought  we  to 
take  up  with  another  Way,  purely  on  Ac- 
count of  it's  being  recommended  to  us  by  a 
Set  of  Men,  who  have  long  made  it  their 
Bufmefs  to  perplex  publick  Councils,  and 
who  have  attempted  to  lap  feveral  fundamen- 
tal Parts  of  our  Conftitution,  in  hopes  of  en- 
tering by  the  Breach  into  Power  ?  Steps  like 
thefe  are  furely  unbecoming  a  wife  and  free 
People;  and  if  ever  we  think  otherwife.  Ex- 
perience will  teach  us  to  repent. 

The  laft  thing  which  I  {hall  at  prefent  offer 
againft  the  Method  I  oppofe,  is  the  Danger 
of  it.  Thofe  who  fo  warmly  efpoufe  it  at 
prefent  do  it  from  a  Prefumption,  that  this 
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Pradlce  may  ferve  their  Turn  for  the  prefent. 
Perhaps  it  might  do  fo ;  but  certainly  it  would 
be  a  bad  Precedent,  and  open  a  Road  to  the 
greateft  Mifchiefs  hereafter.    It  is  not  impof- 
fible  that  in  fome  future  Age,  there   may  a- 
rife  Minifters  as  ambitious  and  as  great  Ene- 
mies to  the  People  as  fome  that  have  lived 
in  Times  paft.     If  thefe  (liould,  as  no  doubt 
they  would,  meet  with  a  vigorous  Oppofi- 
tion  to  their  Meafures  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, what  a  terrible  Ufe  might  they  make 
of  this  Dodrine  of  in  ftru  (fling  Members?  by 
the  Help  of  this  they  might  fcreen  themfelves 
from  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  People,  be- 
hind the  People  themfelves.     There  would 
be  nothing  more  wanting  than  a  few  fuch 
Inftrudions   in  favour  of  their  Schemes,  as 
We  have  lately  feen  fent  in  fupport  of  the 
Schemes  of  other  People,  to  countenance  fuch 
Meafures  as  I  am  afraid  to  mention.  All  im- 
partial Writers  on  our  Conflitution  have  in- 
linuated    grievous    Apprehenfions    of   what 
might  follow  from  appealing  from  their  Re- 
prefentatives to  the  People.     If  any  of  my 
Antagonifts  fliould  think  of  reprefenting  thefe 
as  chimerical  Fears,  let  them  remember  the 
KentiJIj  Petition.     It  is  a  Cafe  in  point.     If 
the  Petitioners  were  not  excited,    they  were 
at  leaft  encouraged,  by  the  Court  to  adl  as 
they  did,  and  we  may  fee  in  the  Writings 
ot  fome  great  Courtiers  of  thofe  Times,  what 
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plaufible  Pretences  were  made  Ufe  of  to  fill 
the  Heads  of  the  Populace  with  a  Notion, 
that  they  might  call  Parliaments  to  account 
as  well  as  Kings ;  that  is,  in  plain  EngliJJjy 
that  they  might,  if  they  thouf^ht  fit,  demolifh 
the  Conftitution,  or,  which  is  the  fame  thing, 
ruin  and  enflave  themfelves.  I  could  fay  a 
great  deal  more  to  this  Purpofe,  but  I  think 
I  have  faid  enough,  perhaps  too  much,  al- 
ready ;  but  you  muft  confider.  Sir,  that  I 
have  been  forced  to  it,  and  that  though  I 
might  have  offered  thefe  Reafons  to  you  be- 
fore, yet  I  forbore  doing  it  from  an  Unwil- 
lingnefs  to  meddle  with  fuch  ticklifh  Sub- 
jects, and  to  fiiew  how  eafily  popular  Schemes 
might,  after  ferving  the  Ends  of  a  Party, 
be  made  Ufe  of  to  the  Prejudice  of  the 
People. 

We  are  now  come  to  that  point,  in  which 
your    Friends    think    themfelves    ftrongeft. 
There  is  certainly  a  wide  Difference,  /^^'i  7ny 
ablefl  Antagonijl^  between  the  legal  Preroga- 
tive of  the  Crow?2,  and  it's  Minijierial  Influ- 
ence^ as  much  as  this  Scribbler  endeavours  to 
ridicule  it.  That  the  Prerogative  hath  been 
reftrained  fince  the  Revolution^    I  have  not 
heard  queftioned  3   and  that  Minijierial  hi- 
fluence  hath  increafed  in  a  greater  Propor- 
tion, I  think  is  as  evident  from  the  Efied:, 
which  hath  and  muft  neceffarily  attend  the 
\  great  Number  of  Places^   now  at  the  Dif- 
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'  pofal  of  the  M r,  which  owe  their 

*  Being  to  the  infinite  Multiplicity  of  Taxes, 

*  and   the    burthen fome   Deks    we    labour 

*  under.' 

I  am  much  obliged  to  this  Gentleman,  for 
his  good  Manners  in  calling  me  Scribbler, 
and,  I  hope,  he  will  be  long  in  a  Capacity 
to  call  me  fo,  for  {hould  he  ever  arrive  at  the 
Heighth  of  his  Ambition,  a  Title,  and  a 
Poji,  he  would  call  me  Traitor  with  as  little 
Ceremony,  if  1  ventured  to  oppofe  him. 
The  Paragraph  would  have  run  full  as  well, 
and  have  carried  as  ftrong  an  Air  of  Pa- 
iriotijm,  if  there  had  been  no  calling  Names. 
I  therefore  take  it  for  granted,  that  Scribbler 
was  put  in  to  Ihew  ivho  wrote  it.  There  are 
ctn&'in  favourite  Exprejjions,  by  which  Cri- 
ticks  diftinguifli  the  Writings  of  an  Author, 
though  they  are  not  honoured  with  his 
Name,  From  thefe. little  Flights  of  Arra- 
gancy  therefore  which  ferve  to  fliew  the  Su- 
periority of  the  Writer,  and  to  diftinguifli 
him  from  the  Hackney  Scribbler,  we  are  eafily 
led  to  know  who  this  Mr  Petulant  is.  But, 
as  the  foregoing  Obfervation  is  the  very  Baf^s 
of  all  their  Arguments,  1  will  confider  it  with 
jufl  Attention,  and  endeavour  to  make  you 
fenfible  how  little  Notice  is  due  to  this  Cla- 
mour, about  Minijlerial  Influence. 

While  the  Crown  poffeffed,  and  exercifed 
ihofe  prerogatives  which  have  been  reftrain^ 
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ed  by  Law,  at,  or  fince  the  Revolution,  the 
Court  Influence  was  really  terrible  enough  to 
raife  ftrong  Apprehenlions  in  the  People. 
In  the  Memoirs  of  Sir  William  Temple^  in 
thofe  of  Sir  John  Rerejbyy  in  the  Diary  of 
Mr  Afl:mole,  we  find  it  exprefsly  affirmed 
that  King  Charles,  and  King  "James,  fent 
for  fuch  Gentlemen  as  they  thought  they 
could  depend  upon,  put  them  upon  being 
Candidates,  and  alTifted  them  with  all  the 
Weight  the  Crown  could  give  at  their  Ejlec- 
tions,  nay  fometimes  laid  their  Commands  up- 
on fuch  as  would  otherwife  have  oppofed  them, 
to  defift.  Wherefore,  while  this  Method  of 
Proceeding  was  practicable.  Court,  and  Coun- 
try Intercji  were  proper  Diftin6lions;  but  the 
Mifchief  was,  that  thefe  DiftinBions  fubfift- 
ed,  or  were  revived,  after  their  Caufe  was  ta- 
ken away ;  and  of  this  we  fliall  prefently  fee 
the  Reafon. 

Amongft  thofe  who  had  fet  themfelves 
ivith  V^jgour  to  oppofe  the  Exorbitancies 
of  the  Princes  1  have  juft  mentioned,  as 
there  were  many  who  adled  purely  from 
publick  Spirit,  and  Love  to  their  Country  ; 
io  there  were  fome,  who,  though  they  made 
the  loudeft  Pretences  to  thefe  laudable  Quali- 
ties, were  in  reality  influenced  by  very  dif- 
ferent Notions ;  fuch  as,  Diflike  to  Monarchy, 
an  eager  Ambition  of  being  at  the  Head  of 
Affairs,  or  a  greedy  Defire  of  fingering  Pub- 
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lick  Money.  Hence  it  followed,  that  though 
the  Revolution  took  away  all  juft  Caufes  of 
Complaint,  againft  iht'Power  of  the  Crowtt^ 
and  though  the  perfonal  Condudl  of  the 
Prince  who  wore  it  was  fuch  as  might  have 
fatisfied  even  the  warmeft  Patriot ;  yet  fo  far 
was  the  Spirit  of  Oppofition  from  being  ex- 
tinguifhed,  that,  before  the  Government  was 
well  refettled,  it  broke  out  again,  with  as 
great  Violence  as  ever  ;  and  which  was  not  a 
little  extraordinary,  fome  who  had  gone  the 
greatefi  Lengths  with  former  Courts^  finding 
themfelves  out  of  Credit,  became  bittter  E- 
remies  to  that  Power^  which  they  knew  they 
fhould  never  poffefs ;  and  with  equal  Art  and 
Obftinacy,  proiecuted  their  diHoyal  Defign  of 
thwarting  the  Kings  Meafures  upon  all  Oc- 
cafions,  out  of  their  abundant  Care  (as  they 
would  have  had  it  underftood)  of  the  Safety 
and  Welfare  of  the  Nation. 

The  Wars  in  Ireland^  and  in  Flanders^  the 
Diftrefies  of  the  Government  at  home,  and 
thcfe  Jealcufies  the  common  People  are  al- 
ways apt  to  entertain,  when  their  Princes 
have  any  Concerns  abroad,  gave  thefe  artful 
and  ambitious  Men  a  fair  Opportunity  of 
txerting  their  Eloquence  to  fome  Purpoie. 
All  who  were  diiaffeded  with  the  late 
Change  in  the  Government,  all  the  difcon- 
tented  who  had  no  Hopes  but  in  the  Change 
of  a  Minillry,  all  that  affeded  a  Republick, 
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^SiTid  all  who  were  weak  enough  to  be  mifled 
by  plaufible  Pretences  of  publick  Spirit,  joined 
in  the  glorious  Projedt  of  crojjifig  a  Courts 
which,  as  it  owed  it's  Being  to  a  Country  In- 
tereji,  muft  neceffarily  have  relied  upon  it  for 
Support.  Repeated  Difappointments,  and  a 
continued  Series  of  Misfortunes,  at  length 
obliged  fome  in  the  Adminiftration  to  make 
Ufe  of  Methods,  of  which  othervvife  thev 
had  never  had  a  thought ;  that  is  to  fay,  it 
obliged  them  to  have  Recourfe  to  the  Meam 
which  they  had  in  their  Hands  of  contenting 
fome,  and  quieting  others,  and  thereby  pro- 
curing to  themfelves  a  Capacity  of  fo  fleering 
the  Vefl'el  of  State,  as  to  weather  feveralyt^wr<? 
Storms ;  by  each  of  which  otherwife  {ht  mud 
have  fuffered  Shipwreck.  Thus  the  Perverfe^ 
nefs  of  pretended  Patriots  produced  what  they 
call  Minijlerial  Influence. 

Whoever  lived  in  thofe  Times,  whoever 
has  read  the  moil  impartial  Hiftcries  of  King 
William' %  Reign,  will  own  to  you  that  I  have 
reprefented  this  Matter  fairly.  And  now. 
Sir,  lay  your  Hand  upon  your  Breaft,  confider 
the  Situation  of  a  Miniflry\  prclTed  on  one 
hand  by  the  powe?flul  Enemies  of  their  Ki7tg 
and  Country^  and  diftreffed  on  the  other  by 
pretended  Patriots  ;  reproached  by  the  latter^ 
if  the  former  gained  any  yldva?itages,  and 
unable  to  deal  with  the  former  till  they  found 
fome  Means  of  pacifying  the  latter.     In  fuch 
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a  Cafe,  Sir,  what  would  you  have  Men  do  ? 
For  Minifters  are  Men,  and  while  they  are 
{o,  it  is  unjuft  to  expedl  from  them  either 
Virtue  or  Wifdotn  fuperior  to  Mortals.  If 
fuch  as  had  I'alents  for  Popularity  would 
exert  them  to  the  Prejudice  of  the  State^ 
merely  becaufe  they  wanted  Places,  would 
you  condemn,  as  Enemies  to  their  Country , 
fuch  as  gratified  them  rather  than  fee  the 
6'/^/^  perifh.  If  Men,  after  acquiring  a  i?^- 
putation  by  fpeeching  for  the  Publick,  will 
not  allow  others  to  a^  for  the  Publick  with- 
out a  Reward  for  not  being  troublcfome,  what 
is  to  be  done  ?  If  Regard  to  the  Government 
did  not  dire(ft  an  Adminifiration  in  fuch  E- 
mergencies,  Principles  of  Self-Prefervation 
would.  The  Crown  at  that  Time  had  loft 
the  Powers  by  which  it  was  accuftomed  to 
promote  it's  Meafures,  and  fecure  it's  Ser- 
"jants,  and  therefore  it  was  obliged  to  ftoop 
to  the  only  Means  of  Safety  that  were  left. 

As  to  the  heavy  Burden  of  the  publick 
Debts,  and  in  confequence  of  them  the  grie- 
'uous  Load  of  numerous  T^axes,  we  owe  them 
entirely  to  the  pretended  Patriots  of  thofe 
Times,  who,  while  they  were  pocketing 
Bribes  for  the  parjimojiious  Supplies  they  per- 
mitted the  Connnons  to  give  to  the  Crown, 
were  at  the  fame  Time  heaping  Debts  and 
entailing  T'axes  upon  Pofterity,  that  they, 
and  their  delufive  Eloquence,  might  deferve 
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Curfes  in  Secula  Seculorum,  Yet  your  Friends, 
the  worthy  Succejfors,  Sir,  of  the  Grumblers 
in  the  laft  Century,  have  the  Confidence  to 
place  thefe  tokens^  by  which  we  ought  to  re- 
member their  Predeceffors^  to  the  Account  of 
Mhiijlers^  aixl  would  have  us  gratefully  ab- 
hor the  Memory  of  thofe  Men^  who  preserved 
us  from  being  quite  undone.  If  indeed  they 
are  morally  certain  that  the  People  will  never 
open  their  Eyes,  I  do  not  know  but  they 
may  carry  their  Point,  and  be  as  loudly 
huzza'd  for  running  down  thofe  who  are  now 
at  the  Hehn^  as  the  old  Patriots  were  for 
banifhing  Clarendon^  depriving  Somers  of  the 
Seals ^  and  breaking  the  Heart  of  the  un- 
corrupt  and  publick  fpirited  Godolphin  I 

Befides,  when  thofe  who  courted  the  Fa- 
vour of  the  People  had,  to  ingratiate  them- 
felves,  hindered  the  neceffary  Sjpolies  for 
defraying  the  current  Expences  of  ihe  Go- 
vernment, and  thereby  created  Debts^  and 
'TaxeSy  it  became  abfolately  neceffary  that 
the  Receipt  and  Dire5lioii  of  thefe  fhould  be 
in  OJicers  appointed  by  the  Crown  ;  had  it 
been  otherwife,  not  only  Debts,^  and  Taxes^ 
but  Fa^ion  alfo  had  been  eftablitTied,  anci 
we  fliould  have  had  two  kinds  of  Goverftment 
in  one  Commonwealth.  'Tis  true,  fomething 
of  this  Sort  was  attempted  in  the  Reign  of 
which  I  have  been  fpeaking  :  Some  Patriot 
Commijjloners  were  elecfted,  and  great  Powers 
F  given 
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given  them  by  the  Legiflature,  but  fo  far 
were  they  from  doing  any  of  the  great 
Things  that  were  exped-ed  from  or  promifed 
by  them,  that  except  terrifying  publick  Of- 
ficers, caufing  Loads  of  Accounts  to  be  tran- 
fcribed  at  the  publick  Expence,  and  finding 
Fault  with  Perfons  with  whom  they  had  no- 
thing to  do,  the  People  reaped  no  Fruit  from 
their  Labours  j  and  from  a  juft  Senfe  of  this 
they  were  at  laft  very  prudently  laid  afide. 
Happy  would  it  be  for  us,  if  we  did  not 
think  ourfclves  too  wife  to  be  guided  by  Ex- 
perience, we  {hould  then  diifinguifh  eafily 
between  feafible  and  impra6ticable  Projedts, 
and  be  content  to  truft  the  Crown  with  thofe 
Powers^  which  would  be  infinitely  more 
dangerous,  even  to  the  People  themfelves,  if 
they  were  in  other  Hands. 

On  the  whole,  your  Friends  reafon  from 
a  Set  of  grofs  FalfiooJs,  as  if  they  were  Jelf- 
evident  Principles^  and  this  it  is  that  gives 
them  that  Air  of  Conjidence  with  which  they 
fpeak  and  write.  For  example,  they  take  it 
for  granted,  that  there  is  a  natural  Oppoji- 
tion  between  the  Interejls  of  the  Crown  and 
People^  though  nothing  is  more  certain  than 
that  they  are,  and  always  ought  to  be,  the 
jame.  They  define  Patriotifm,  or  at  leafl 
they  adt  as  if  they  defined  it,  an  Averfion  to 
Powery  however  it  may  be  ufed.  At  the 
fame  Time  they  endeavour  to  perfwade  the 
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People,  that  the  fareft  Sig72  o^  2i  ptiblkk  Spirit 
is  the  dtflurhing  and  diftradiing  publick  Coun" 
cils.  In  fliort,  their  having  no  Places  puts 
them  upon  reprefenting  a  Place  as  a  Proof 
either  of  Iniquity  ox  Incapacity,  and  their 
finding  that  the  Juftice,  Equity,  and  Mild- 
nefs,  of  the  prefent  Adminijlration,  together 
with  their  PunduaUty  in  all  their  Dealings, 
and  their  Tendernefs  in  executing  Penal 
Laws,  hath  given  them  a  great  Litereji  m 
the  People,  they  will  needs  give  this  an  ill 
Name,  and  to  anfwer  their  own  pernicious 
Purpofes,  have  the  Afiurance  to  call  the,  Ef* 
fedts  of  the  King's  ^W  and  gracious  Govern- 
ment, Minijierial  Influence, 

It  is  charged  upon  me  as  an  Inftance  either 
of  Weakness  or  Inlincerity,  that  I  fhould  ob- 
jed:  to  the  Place-Bill,  that  it  is  an  Imoafion 
on  the  Peoples  Liberty,  and  yet  all  that  I  ad- 
vanced is  granted,  for  it  could  not  be  denied ; 
and  now  to  fhew  that  if  I  am  a  Blockhead,  I 
am  a  Blockhead  of  fome  Reading,  I  will  dif- 
cover  whence  I  had  this  Notion,  that  difquali- 
fying  any  Perfon  from  ferving  his  Country  in 
Parliament,  is  a  great  Trefpafs  on  the  Right  of 
the  People,  and  extreamly  dangerous  to  our 
Conftitution.  Lord  Coke  tells  us  *,  that  the 
King  cannot  grant  a  Charter  of  Exemption 
to  any  Man  to  be  freed  from  Eledion  of 
F  2  Knight, 

*  4  Inftif.  p.  49. 
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Knight,  Citizen,  or  Burgefs  of  the  Parlia^ 
ment,  as  he  may  do  of  fome  inferior  Offices 
or  Places  ;  becaufe  the  Elections  of  thetn 
ought  to  be  free,  and  his  Attendance  is  for 
the  Service  of  the  whole  Realm,  and  for  the 
Benefit  of  the  King,  and  his  People,  and 
the  whole  Common- wealth  hath  an  Intereft 
therein.  It  may^  indeed,  be  faid,  that  this 
relates  to  the  King,  and  fl:)ews  that  he  ought 
not  to  wound  the  Conftitution  in  this  Parti- 
cular ;  but  fure  the  Reafon  of  our  great  Law- 
yer's Remark  is  general,  for  a  Wound  is  a 
Wound  come  from  what  Hand  it  will.  How- 
ever, to  {hew  that  Lord  Coke  thought  any 
Reftraint  of  this  Sort  unlawful  alike  in  Prince 
and  in  People,  I  mufl:  take  Notice  that  he 
cenfures,  with  great  Quicknefs,  an  Attempt 
made  to  exclude  Lawyers  from  fitting  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons.  There  was,  it  feems, 
in  the  Time  o'l  Edizard  111,  a  popular  Cla- 
mour againft  Lawyers,  as  now  there  is  a- 
gainft  Place-men  ;  and  in  the  forty-fixth 
Year  of  his  Reign,  there  was  an  Ordinance 
made  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  to  difable  them 
from  being  eleded.  Henry  IV,  in  the  fixth 
Year  of  his  Reign,  to  gratify  the  People,  in- 
ferred a  Claufe  in  a  Writ  of  Summons,  pro- 
hibiting the  Eled-ion  of  any  Lawyer.  This 
Parliament,  without  Lawyers,  met  at  Coven- 
try^ and  fuch  mad  Work  they  made  on  it, 
that,    to  this  Day,    they  are    filled  in  our 
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Books  Indo^um  Farli amentum^  or,  in  good 
old  Englifi^  the  hack-he arning  Varliament. 
This  had  a  good  Eife<5l,  it  cured  the  People 
of  their  Prejudices,  and  they  have  never 
iince  thought  of  turning  Lawyers  out  of  Par- 
liament. It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  I  am 
not  alone  in  my  Judgment,  that  Reftraints 
on  the  Freedom  of  the  People,  in  this  Par- 
ticular, how  plaufible  foever  the  Pretences 
for  reftraining  appear,  are  certainly  dange- 
rous, it  may  be  deftrudive,  of  our  Conftitu- 
tion.  I  muft  add,  before  I  quit  this  Sub- 
jed:,  that  if  my  Lord  Coke\  Opinion  was  of 
Weight,  when  there  was  no  Qualification  ir^ 
point  of  Eftate  neceffary  to  a  Seat  in  Parlia- 
ment, it  is  much  more  fo  now. 

But  if  thefe  Gentlemen  can't  prove  me  aa 
Offender  againft  Reafon,  they  will  ftrive  hard 
to  convid  me  of  writing  againft  the  Laws. 
There  are,  it  feems,  certain  Place-men  dif- 
abled  by  Ad:  of  Parliament  from  fitting,  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and,  if  I  perfift  in 
my  Opinion,  it  feems  to  them  that  \  doubt 
of  the  Wifdom  of  this  Ad;  but,  with  Sub- 
mifiion  tp  thefe  quick  Wits,  I  do  not  argue 
for  the  Repeal  of  this  Law,  but  I  argue  a- 
gainft  a  Crotchet  of  their's  which  is  not  a 
Law  yet :  Some  Place-men  are  excluJed, 
ergo  more  Place-men  ought  to  be  excluded. 
If  this  be  good  Logick,  then,  fay  I,  the 
prcfent  Qualifications  in  Land  are  reafonable; 
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therefore  to  double  thefe  Qualifications  would 
be  twice  as  realonable,  and  thus  we  may  go 
on  fecuring  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  till  we 
ihut  them  out  of  Doors.  This  they  may 
call  awkwardly  ridiculing  their  Scheme,  but 
I  proteft  I  mean  no  fuch  Thing,  I  have  no 
Ambition  to  pafs  for  a  Wit,  and  therefore 
thofc  who  have  cannot  mortify  me  by  calling 
me  a  Blockhead.  All  that  I  pretend  to  fay 
is,  that  a  Multiplication  of  Reftraints  on 
Liberty  is  the  diredl  Road  to  taking  it  quite 
away.  This  is  a  plain,  felf-evident,  home- 
fpun  Truth,  and  if  thefe  Gentlemen  with 
their  Learning,  Spirit,  Eloquence,  and  all 
that,  can  prevail  upon  the  People  to  believe 
the  contrary,  why  they  will  be  very  cleaver 
Fellows ;  the  Wit  will  lie  all  on  their  Side ; 
and  as  to  Wifdom  it  will  be  out  of  the 
Queftion.  ;dj   lamd 

, ;  My  Antagonifts  are  agreed  in  one  Pointj 
and  that  is,  that  I  am  guilty  of  a  grofs  Con- 
tradidion  in  ridiculing  (for  fo  they  will  have 
it)  the  People's  demanding  a  Plate-Bill,  be- 
caufe  it  reftrains  their  Liberty,  and,  at  the 
fame  Time,  applauding  their  Anceftors  for 
giving  up  their  Right  of  eleding  Sheriffs.  If 
I  piqued  myfelf  as  little  on  good  Manners  as 
thefe  Writers  do,  I  (hould  fay,  that  the  Pa- 
rent of  this  Contradidion  is  their  grofs  Igno- 
rance. .  People  may  be  Patriots  and  Politi- 
cians \\.  feems  by  Intuition,    but  I  find  to 
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make  Men  Lawyers  there  muft  be  a  little 
reading.  The  People  diidgive  up  xhtxv  Right 
of  eleBiiJg  Sheriffs^  and  I  commend  them  for 
it;  but  they  did  nox. give  it  away^  otherwife 
I  would  not  have  commended  them.  I  did' 
not  intend  in  that  Letter  to  re^d  to  you.  Sir, 
upon  the  Statute  of  Sheriffs,  I  knew  you 
would  comprehend  very  readily  the  Hint  I 
gave ;  but  thefe  People  are  fo  alert  on  their 
new  Notions  of  Liberty,  and  fo  fond  of  fliew- 
ing  their  Spite  to  the  Crown,  that  they  take 
Fire  not  only  on  every  Occafion,  but,  on 
every  Shadow  of  Occafion,  the  Source  of  their 
Reflections  lying  here  in  the  Sound  of  the^' 
Words,  and  not  in  their  Meaiiing.  For  be 
it  known  unto  them,  that  I  as  little  de^ 
fire  to  fee  the  People  give  up  their  Rights 
to  the  Crown^  as  their  Votes  to  the  prefent 
Patriots.  I  thank  God,  I  mean  the  People 
better  than  to  wifli  them  Slaves  to  any 
Prince^  much  lefs  to  any  Set  of  SubjeSfi 
who  have  no  Title  to  Dominion,  but  what 
lies  in  xht'xx Jublime  Senfe  of  their  ow?i  Abili- 
ties. 

I  pafs  now  to  another  Abfurdity  they  fay 
I  have  run  into,  which  is  alledging  that  the 
Place-Bill  fixes  a  Mark  of  Reproach  on  thofe 
whom  it  excludes  from  fitting  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  J  or,  to  ufe  the  Words  which 
they  are  pleafed  to  make  me  ufe,  puts  them, 
in  this  Refpe(5t,  upon  the  fame  Fo^t  with 
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otithii'ed  Perjons.  I  am  ftill  as  blind  as  ever, 
and,  in  fpite  of  all  their  llluftrations,  cannot 
fee  any  Abfurdity  in  what  I  advanced.  They 
make  no  Scruple  of  owning,  that  their  turn- 
ing Place-men  out,  is  becaufe  they  think  the 
People  have  Grounds  to  be  diifatisfied  with 
their  Condud:  tJi  Parliament,  and  yet  they 
are  angry  with  me  for  faying,  that  fuch  an 
Exclufion  as  this  is  diflionourable  to  the  Per- 
fom  excluded.  At  this  Rate  I  proteft  I  am  a- 
fraid  I  fhall  never  fay  any  thing  to  pleafe 
them  ;  for  if  Gripping  a  Man  of  a  I'ruji  of 
Honour  and  Importance,  from  an  Opinion 
thiat  he  will  betra\  it,  fixes  no  Sort  of  Dif- 
credit  upon  that  Man,  why  then  I  am  what 
thefe  Gentlemen  would  have  me,  a  Blockhead 
in  good  Earneft.  Nay,  to  fhew  them  how 
thick  my  Skull  is,  I  will  confeis,  that  not- 
withftanding  all  the  Pains  they  have  taken 
^bout  it,  I  am  not  convinced  of  the  Truth 
of  either  of  the  Infiances  they  give  me. 
Fir  ft,  they  lay  that  many  uleful  Members  of 
the  Gommon-wealth  are  incapacitated,  and 
yet  are  not  looked  upon  as  Enemies  to  their 
Country,  Now  I  conceive  there  is  fome 
little  Difterence  between  a  Man's  being  kept 
but  of  ParUarnmt  for  want  of  a  legal  Capa- 
city, and  being  turned  out  of  it,  though  he 
has  all  that  the  J.,aw  requires.  Ne:;t  they  in- 
finuate  that  I  would  throw  fome  Reproach 
on  7)iQ}iied  Men  ;  becaufe,  truly,  a  Man  who 
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is  worth  a  Million  cannot  fit  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons.  But  if  this  Man  will  lay  out  Ten 
thoufand  'Pound  in  Land^  he  may  fit  there 
the  next  Day ;  and  this  very  Provifion  is  one 
of  the  Caufes  of  the  high  Value  fet  upon 
Land.  By  their  Scheme^  however,  it  is  to  be 
enaded,  that  if  a  Man  has  a  Flace,  that  is, 
ferves  his  Country  by  alve  Favour  of  his  Prince, 
he  {hall  72otJit  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons^  tho' 
he  be  born  to  ten  thoufand  a  Tear.  I  have 
now  got  rid  of  every  thing  but  the  Word  out- 
lawed, and  as  to  this,  I  fay,  if  a  Man  be  ex- 
communicated or  outlawed,  his  being  dul^ 
eleBed  will  not  give  him  a  Seat  in  Parlia- 
7nent^  though  he  has  all  other  legal  ^lalifica- 
tions  :  By  this  Bill  a  Perfon  with  thofe  ^^a- 
lijications  is  to  be  excluded,  if  he  has  a  Place  % 
the  Queftion  is.  Whether  this  does  not  make 
him  look  fomewhat  like  an  Outlaw^ 

The  Writers  againft  me  are  very  angry 
with  what  they  call  my  begging  of  ^efiions^ 
though,  by  the  Way,  they  have  not  (hewn 
much  Generofity  themfelves  in  granting  my 
Requefts.  They  are  furprized  that  I  fliould 
fay,  that  the  Servants  of  the  Crown  are  in 
reality  the  Servants  of  the  People,  and  that 
the  Motley  of  the  Crown  is  the  Money  of  the 
People.  Now,  if  Surprize  be  any  Sort  of 
Proof,  why  I  proteft  folemnly,  Sir,  I  was 
never  (o  furprized  in  my  Life  j  I  took  thcfe 
very  Exprefwns  out  of  their  ow?t  Mouths, 
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and  now,  look  you,  to  fpight  me  they  will 
give  themfelves  the  Lye.  Well,  let  the  worft 
come  to  the  worft,  I  can  prove  it,  and  I 
will  prove  it,  rather  than  the  People  fhall 
lofe  their  Serva?7ts,  or  their  Servants  think 
they  are  accountable  only  to  the  Crown, 
The  executive  Part  of  the  Government  is 
given  to  the  Ki?ig  by  Law^  but  it  is  given 
to  the  King  for  the  Sake  of  the  People ;  and 
therefore,  as  he  cannot  execute  the  Govern- 
ment without  employing  Part  of  his  People^ 
who  are  thence  ftiled  Minifters,  they  are  ac- 
countable for  what  they  do  to  the  People : 
This  is  cariicd  fo  far,  that  the  very  Comfnand 
of  the  Prince  is  held  no  Warrant  in  Law  for 
their  doing  any  thing  to  the  Prejudice  of  the 
People ;  nay,  and  though  the  King  can  par- 
don any  of  his  People,  for  any  Offence,  yet 
he  cannot  pardon  his  Minfjiers  if  they  are  tm- 
peached  by  the  People  \  therefore  I  faid,  and 
I  faid  not  without  Reafon,  that  the  Servants 
of  the  Crc'iVn  were,  in  reality,  Servants  of 
the  People-,  and  I  think  1  might  have  faid, 
that  they  are  not  fo  much  the  Servants  of  the 
Croum  as  of  the  People.  Now  again,  as  to 
the  Money  that  pays  them,  do  we  not  all 
know  that  it  is  granted  by  the  People  for  the 
Support  of  the  Gover?i}nent,  which  is  fo  ne- 
cefi'ary  to  themfelves,  that  if  it  was  difTolved, 
it  would  be  a  great  Queftion  whether  they 
would  have  any  Property  left?  But,  fay  my 
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Antagonlfts,    the  Money  of  the  Pubtick  ha§ 
been  fometimes  ufed  againft  the  Liberties  of 
the  People y  and  public k  Officers  have  cheated 
the  People.     Did  I  deny  this  ?  did  I  fay  that 
xh^  former  was  not  the  njileft  of  Crimes^  or 
that  the  latter  did  not  deferve  ihtfevereji  Pii- 
nifimentsf  Would  they  infer  that  the  Go- 
vernment fliould  have  no  Supplies^  becaufe 
the  Money  may  be  mifapplied?  or  v;^ould  they 
have  it  taken  for  granted  that  every  Ma?i  in 
Place  cheats^  becaufe  fojne  have  done  Jo.     If 
they  would,  1  am  fure  they  need  not  talk  of 
beggifig  of  ^jejiiotis.     The  Truth  is,  there 
are  fome  Beggars  of  Places^  w^ho  after  fu- 
ing,  and  being  refufed  by  the  Croum,  are  now 
begging  and  praying  the  Com?nons  of  Great- 
Britain  to  be  out  of  Humour,  right  or  wrofig^ 
with  all  their  Serva?itSy  that  they  may  con- 
fole  themfelves  for  the  Want  of  Places^  by 
providing  that  no  Man  who  has  a  Place  ihall 

haveP^^r^.        ^  'ibn^^^^^J^  S 

Both  the  Writers,  who  have  obliged  the 
World  with  Remarks  on  my  Letter,  talk 
loudly  of  fmall  venal  Boroughs,  which  they 
are  pleafed  to  call  the  rotten  Part  of  the 
Conftitution :  One  of  them  is  more  explicit 
than  the  other,  I  will  therefore  quote  what 
he  fays.  *  *  That  Members  ought  to  be 
*  freely  elecSted  by  the  People  is  true^  but 
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*  are  not  many  Boroughs,    that  flill  retain 

*  their  Right  of  fending  Members  to  Parha- 
'  ment,  gone  to  decay  ?  When  Trade  and 

*  Manufactures  link  in  any  Town,  the  Peo- 
'  pie  leave  it  of  Courfe,  and  fettle  where  they 

*  can  find  Employment:  -^ The  Right  of 

*  eleding  does  not  follow  the  People  j  the 

'  more    the  Pity. Several  Cornifl:)  and 

'  JVikJhire  Boroughs,    quite  deferted,    fend 

*  two  Members  each  to  Parliament ;  while 

*  Birminghamy  Leeds,  Wakefield^  and  many 

*  other  large  and  populous  Towns  do  not 

'  fend  one. A  Member  for  the  County 

'  of  Tork  reprefents  Ten  thoufand  Freehol- 

*  ders;  yet  his  Vote  counts  for  no  more  than 

*  that  of  a  Man  who  reprefents  twenty  (1 

*  will  not  fay  Excife-Men,  or  Cuftom-Houie 

*  Officers^)  but  poor  Labourers.' 

Becaufe  many  People  are  apt  to  fancy  there 
is  fome  Weight  in  thefe  Sort  of  Objedions, 
I  beg  leave  to  obferve  to  you.  Sir,  that  thefe 
Grievances,  if  they  are  any,  flow  not  from 
Monarchs,  or  their  Minifters,  but  from  the 
Projeds  of  Patriots  in  former  Times ;  whence 
it  follows,  that  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  ad- 
jufling  the  Conftitution  to  the  good  liking 
of  thefe  Sort  of  People,  who  demand  a  thing 
in  one  Age,  and  rail  againft  it  in  the  next : 
Now  to  make  this  the  more  clearly  appear, 
I  will  examine  feparateiy  the  Griefs  of  which 
this  Writer  at  prefent  complains. 
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Firft  then,  he  is  angry  that  Abundance 
of  poor  Boroughs  fliould  be  trufted  with 
the  Privilege  of  fending  Members  to  Parha- 
ment:  But  does  he  know  how  this  comes 
to  pafs  ?  Heretofore  Sheriffs  were  wont  to  ex- 
cufe  fuch  Boroughs  as  they  found  in  no  Con- 
dition to  fend  Reprefentatives  to  Parliament, 
either  through  their  great  Poverty,  which 
rendered  it  inconvenient  for  them  to  pay  the 
Wages  of  the  Burgeffes  they  fhould  have 
fent  to  Parhament,  and  which  Caufe  is  fre- 
quently exprefled  in  their  Returns;  or  elie, 
becaufe  they  wanted  fit  Perfons  refident  in 
them  to  become  their  Reprefentatives.  This 
Pradice  continued  throughout  feveral  Kings 
Reigns,  without  any  Complaint  from  the 
Boroughs  againft  the  Sheriffs ;  though  it  be 
true,  that  fome  Statutes  were  made  which 
feem  intended  to  have  reflrained  this  Prac- 
tice. Some  Patriots  however,  conceiving  this 
too  great  a  Power  to  be  vefted  in  any  She- 
riff, procured  it  to  be  wholly  taken  away  by 
a  Statute  made  23  Hen.  VI.  Yet  notwith- 
ftanding  this  Statute  it  feems,  that  for  a  long 
Time  decayed  Boroughs  had  no  Precepts 
fent  them,  infomuch  that,  in  the  Reign  of 
Hefiry  VIII,  there  were  not  above  One  hun- 
dred and  thirty  Cities  and  Boroughs  which 
fent  Members  to  Parliament.  But  afterwards, 
as  Times  altered,  and  Towns  began  to  af- 
fedt  fending  Members  to  Parliament,  inftead 
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of  declining  it  as  they  were  wont  to  do, 
feveral  antiquated  Boroughs  defired  to  be  re- 
ftored ;  and  upon  Petition,  feveral  of  them 
were  fo,  by  the  Authority  of  the  Crown  : 
As  for  Inftance,  the  Borough  oi  Eaji-Retfordy 
in  the  County  of  'Nottingham^  though  it  had 
fent  no  Members  from  9  EdiJo.  II,  yet  it  was 
reflored  to  a  Right  of  fending  in  13  'Eliz, 
and  by  this  means  many  decayed  Boroughs 
re-acquired  their  Rights.  In  procefs  of  Time 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  alfo  took  upon  them 
to  reftore  or  revive  decayed  Boroughs,  as 
particularly  in  the  1 8  of  James  I,  they  or- 
dered a  Writ  for  eleding  Burgefles  for  //- 
chejhr^  in  the  County  of  Soinerfet,  though 
that  Borough  had  made  but  one  Return  from 
.34  Ed-w,  III ;  and  in  the  15  Charles  I,  Mil- 
burn-Port^  in  the  fame  County,  recovered  it's 
Right  of  fending  Reprefentatives  in  the  like 
Manner,  though  it  had  fent  none  from  the 
Time  of  Ed-ward  I.  If  therefore  there  be 
really  any  Hardfliip  that  a  Member  for  the 
County  of  York  fliould  be  equal  in  Parlia- 
ment only  to  the  Reprefentative  of  Twenty 
poor  Labourers,  here  is  the  Caufe ;  and,  as 
I  faid  before,  neither  Monarchs,  nor  Mini- 
flers,  are  juftly  accountable  for  it. 

Secondly,  it  is  much  lamented  that  many 
great  and  opulent  Market  Towns,  which  are 
Places  of  great  Trade  and  Confequence, 
ihould  yet  be  without  this  Right  of  fending 

Members 


(55) 

Members  to  Parliament :  But  to  what  is  this 
due  ?  Heretofore,  our  Kings  granted  a  Right 
of  fending  Reprefentatives  by  Charter,  and 
this  gave  them  an  Opportunity  of  incorpo- 
rating flouri{hing  Towns,  and  of  rewarding 
fuch  Places  as  had  diftinguifhed  themfelves  in 
an  eminent  Manner  by  their  Loyalty.  This 
Power  Queen  Elizabeth  exercifed  very  fre- 
quently, fhe  added  upwards  of  a  hundred 
Members  to  Parliament  j  it  was  exerted,  but 
more  fparingly,  by  King  James  I,  who  gave 
this  Right  to  Twenty-feven  Boroughs.  King 
Charles  I,  added  Ten,  but  in  King  Charles 
the  Second's  Time,  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
queftioned  this  Right,  declared  Eledions  in 
Virtue  of  his  Charters  void,  and  confequently 
the  Power  of  the  Crown  in  that  Refpe(^  was 
reftrained  ;  which  fome  Writers  on  Parlia- 
mentary Affairs  have  applauded  as  a  high 
A(S  of  Patriotifm,  and  of  vafl  advantage  to 
the  People  in  general. 

From  all  this.  Sir,  we  ought  to  learn  that 
too  much  Care  and  Caution  cannot  be  taken 
in  fuch  Proceedings,  as  regard  our  Conftitu- 
tion.  V/hat  at  one  Period  of  Time  appears 
highly  for  the  Interefl  of  the  People,  is  at 
another  judged  a  Grievance  ;  and  though  no- 
thing is  held,  generally  fpeaking,  more  for 
the  Advantage  of  the  Commons  than  prun- 
ing the  Prerogatives  of  the  Crown,  yet  we 
iind  that  fometimes  the  People  felt  the  Want 
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of  them  more  perhaps  than  the  Crown  itfelf. 
Inftead  therefore  of  that  Eagernefs  and  Paf- 
fion  with  which  all  popular  Proje(5ts  are  pur- 
fued,  inftead  of  all  thofe  fiery  Denunciations 
of  Corruption  and  Contempt  of  publick 
Spirit,  again  ft  all  who  oppofe  them  ;  it  were 
to  be  wiflied  that  our  Patriots  would  have 
Recourfe  to  milder  Meafures,  and  endeavour 
rather  to  perfwade  us  by  Arguments,  than  to 
terrify  us  with  Threats.  I  proteft,  I  am  very 
apprehenfive  of  the  Confequences  that  may 
attend  the  rafti  Propofals  and  hafty  Language 
which  are  in  fafhion  with  moft  of  your 
Friends.  If  the  Goodnefs  of  the  King,  and 
the  Moderation  of  the  Miniftry,  hinder  any 
Notice  from  being  taken  of  the  many  rank 
Libels  daily  publifhed,  yet  do  I  not  fee  how 
you  will  be  fecure  from  the  People  them- 
felves,  if  your  Speakers,  and  your  Scribes  go 
on  at  the  Rate  they  do,  and  difcover  fuch 
ftrong  Inclinations  towards  new  modelling 
the  Conftitution  according  to  Schemes  with 
which  hitherto  but  few  are  acquainted. 

It  appears  clearly  enough,  that  whenever 
you  can  carry  a  Place-Bill  you  will  not  ftop 
there.  The  depriving  moft  of  the  Boroughs 
in  Cormcally  and  JViltSy  of  the  Power  of 
fending  Members,  by  way  of  Punifhment 
for  not  fending  fooner  Members  of  your 
Stamp,  is  pretty  ftrongly  intimated,  though 
to  be  fure  you  will  deny  any  Intention  of  this 

Sort 


(  57  ) 
Sort  in  the  moft  folemn  Manner,  till  you 
are  in  a  Condition  to  execute  it.  I  could  al- 
fo  mention  fome  other  Regulations,  of  which, 
from  Time  to  Time,  your  Writers  have  af- 
forded us  fuch  Hints,  as  Ihew  we  may  exped: 
great  Changes,  whenever  their  Patrons  get 
into  Power;  but  I  forbear  at  prefent,  be- 
caufe  I  doubt  my  Paper  will  fail  me  before  I 
come  to  an  End  of  what  I  propofed.  Let 
tne  therefore  conclude  this  Subjedl  with  put- 
ting you  in  Mind,  that  if  any  thing  of  this 
Sort  was  but  hinted  by  a  Servant  of  the 
Crown,  or  a  Friend  to  the  Adminiftration, 
your  Friends  would  not  fail  to  raife  a  Hue 
and  Cry  after  him,  as  if  he  had  already 
flolen  a  part  of  the  Conftitution.  I,  for  my- 
part,  know  no  Right  by  which  a  Patriot, 
luppofing  every  Journal  Writer  in  the  Service 
of  your  Party  to  be  fuch,  is  at  liberty  to  of- 
fer Amendments  of  our  eftabli{l:ied  Govern- 
ment to  the  People  out  of  Parliament,  and 
to  provoke  them  to  think  they  are  ill  treated, 
if  thefe  Propofals  are  not  immediately  con- 
iidered  by  the  Legiilature.  If  you  fay  that 
thefe  Rights  are  inherent  to  a  free  People,  I 
muft  anfvver,  that  they  ought  then  very  cau- 
tioufly  to  be  ufed,  fmce  it  is  certain  nothing 
can  be  more  dangerous  to  our  Liberties  than 
fuch  Difcourfes.  They  have  been  dangerous, 
I  might  fay,  deflrudive  to  every  free  State 
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which  has  fubfifted  in  the  World  ;  and  I  do 
not  think  that  we  have  at  prefent  a  larger 
Share  of  Virtue  and  publick  Spirit  than  ever 
the  Athenians,  Carthaginians,  or  Romans,  pof- 
fefled.  I  have  likewife  fome  Doubts,  whether 
when  they  perceive  you  are  in  earned  with 
thefe  Schemes,  the  People  will  not  think 
themfelves  more  concerned  in  their  Events, 
than  in  that  of  the  War  ;  which  however  you 
would  make  us  believe  is  your  principal  Care. 
Certainly  thefe  are  Hints  not  altogether  un- 
worthy your  Notice,  though  they  come  from 
a  Man  who  pretends  not  either  to  a  Right, 
or  an  Ability  of  inftrudting  you. 

I  come  now  to  the  laft  great  Objedion, 
which  is,  that  fome  of  thefe  lelTer  Boroughs 
are  under  the  Influence  of  the  Adminiftra- 
tion  :  Upon  this,  I  know,  your  Party  lay  a 
great  Strefs,  and  to  my  great  Surprize  my 
Antagonifts  appeal  to  me  as  if  I  either  did, 
or  might,  know  fomething  of  this  Matter  j 
whereas  I  folemnly  declare,  there  is  no  Man 
in  the  Kingdom  more  ignorant  in  Arts  of 
this  Nature  than  I  am  ;  however,  the  great 
Defire  I  have  of  contributing  fo  far  as  may  be 
to  the  withdrawing  you  from  fome  ftrange 
Opinions  you  have  entertained,  on  what 
Grounds  I  know  not,  I  will  endeavour  to 
fliew  you  what  in  my  Judgment  hath  given 
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Rife  to  this  Clamour,  and  the  Reafons  why 
I  apprehend  it  is  ill  founded,  and  therefore 
no  fit  Caufe  for  introducing  a  new  Law,  for 
reftaining  the  Subjects  of  Great  Britain  in 
their  Choice  of  Reprefentatives;  and  creating, 
as  it  infallibly  would  do,  feperate  Interefts, 
in  fuch  as  have  the  legiflative  and  executive 
Powers  intrufted  with  them  ;  and  this  I  fhall 
do  as  fairly,  as  freely,  and  in  as  few  Words, 
as  I  can  ;  which  I  hope  will  induce  you  to 
hear  me  with  Patience  at  lead,  if  not  with 
Favour  j  though  that  indeed  is  a  Favour  I 
fliould  fcarce  exped:  from  any  of  the  Party 
but  yourfelf. 

We  are  never  to  expe6l  Perfedtion  in  any 
human  Contrivance  j  and  therefore,  all  that 
can  be  hoped  for  in  a  political  Conftitution, 
is  this ;  that  it  fliould  appear  excellent  in 
the  Eyes  of  the  wifefl,  and  be  allowed  pra- 
(Sticable  by  all ;  which  Character  is  certainly 
due  to  our  Conftitution  as  it  ftands  at  pre- 
fent.  This,  however,  does  not  hinder  many 
different  Opinions  in  relation  thereto,  nor 
will  any  Alteration  we  can  poffibly  make, 
bring  us  to  Unanimity  in  our  Sentiments 
about  it.  Our  Patriots  themfelves  own,  that 
there  ever  will  be  an  Oppofition  j  nay,  they 
go  farther,  they  affirm,  there  ever  mud,  and 
ought  to  be  one.  Hence  it  follows,  that  if 
the  Nation  muft  be  always  fplit  into  two  Par- 
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ties,  the  People  ought  to  take  care  to  keep 
them  as  equal  as  pofllble,  lince  which  ever 
conquers,  they  muft  moft  certainly  be  Slaves. 
When  I  fay  this,  I  mean  an  abfolute  Con- 
queft,  for  one  will  be  always  the  prevailing 
Party ;  that  is  to  fay,  while  the  Adminiftra- 
tion  adheres  to  the  Principles  of  natural  Ju- 
flice,  and  to  the  Rules  prefcribed  by  the  Con- 
flitution,  the  Court  will  have  the  Afcend- 
ant  J  but  whenever  Minillers  deviate  from 
fuch  a  Condudt,  though  they  may  maintain 
themfelves  for  fome  fmall  Time,  yet  at  laft 
the  Scale  of  the  Oppofition  will  prevail,  till 
new  Weights  are  thrown  into  the  other.  Now 
each  ,cf  thefe  Parties  makes  ufe  of  all  fuch 
Ways  and  Means,  as  the  Conftitution  will 
allow  for  its  Support.  Thefe  Methods,  the 
Party  ufing  them,  flile  Inter  eft  ^  and  by  the 
other  Party  they  are  called  hiftnence.  Con- 
fider,  dear  Sir,  v^ith  yourfelf,  how  your 
Friends  and  Acquaintance  ad:  with  refpe<S  tq 
the  People  in  general,  and  to  their  Eledors 
in  particular  :  Do  they  rely  altogether  on 
their  known  Charaders  for  Wifdom,  Virtue, 
Difintereflednefs,  Loyalt}^,  and  Publick  Spi- 
rit ?  or,  do  they  not  condefcend  to  mix  with 
thefe,  Applications  of  a  fomewhat  different 
Nature  r  Do  they  not  addrefs  themfelves  to 
the  Paflions  of  fome  Men,  to  the  Prejudices 
of  others  ?  Do  they  not  conftrain  their  own 
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Humours,  and  go  out  of  their  own  Way, 
that  by  obliging  Numbers  they  may  become 
popular  ?  I  fay  nothing  of  Arts  of  another 
Nature,  fuch  as  giving  Hopes  of  extraordi- 
nary Munificence  to  a  decayed  Corporation, 
making  ufe  of  the  neceflary  Dependance  of 
Tenants,  and  exerting  the  united  Force  of 
family  Engagements.  Add  to  all  this,  the 
Intrigues  and  Cabals  of  a  Fadion  thoroughly 
formed,  or  as  the  all-dccomplified  Vifcount 
phrafes  it,  a  well-condudted  Oppofition  ;  and 
I  conceive  you  will  have  a  pretty  juft  Idea  of 
the  Nature  and  Weight  of  what  is  called  the 
Country  Intcrefl. 

If,  therefore  one  fliould  incline  to  allow 
what  the  Speakers  and  Scribes  of  your  Par- 
ty fo  violently  contend  for,  that  an  Oppo- 
fition  is  everlaflingly  necefiary  to  preferve  our 
Liberties  j  you,  on  the  other  Hand,  mufl  al- 
low, that  the  Government  muft  fubfift  ;  for 
otherwife,  I  think  our  Liberties  would  be 
hardly  worth  preferving.  If  you  will  admit 
this,  you  muft  allow  them  the  Means  of  fub- 
iifting;  and  thefe  are  no  other,  than  fuch  an 
Intereft  among  the  People  as  may,  in  fome 
Meafure,  balance  the  Power  of  a  continual 
Oppofition  ;  but  you  will  immediately  cry 
out,  this  is  pleading  for  bare-faced  Corrup- 
tion :  No,  Sir,  it  is  pleading  for  the  Confe- 
quences  of  the  Revolution,  which  have  re- 
reduced 
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duced  the  Crown,  inftead  of  depending  on 
it's  high  Prerogatives,  to  ftoop  fo  low  as  to 
depend  upon  the  People :  That  is  to  fay,  to 
depend  on  their  Kindnefs,  Affection,  and 
Good- will;  whence  the  Neceffity  arifes  of 
giving  Places  to  fuch  as  have  large  Proper- 
ties ;  and  give  me  leave  to  fay.  Sir,  that  this 
is  the  ftrongeft  Security,  which  in  the  Na- 
ture of  Things  the  People  can  have,  for  the 
perpetual  Prefervation  of  their  Freedom. 
While  the  Crown  cannot  be  without  Parlia- 
ments, the  Adminiftration,  in  whatever 
Hands  it  is,  muft  have  a  ftrong  Dependance 
upon  the  Commons,  and  muft  cultivate  a 
good  Underftanding  with  them,  by  the  beft 
Methods  they  can  devife,  and  the  moft  fuit- 
able  to  the  Nature  of  our  Conftitution,  and 
the  Circumftances  of  the  Times.  They 
muft  cherifti  Principles  of  Liberty,  they  muft 
maintain  the  People  in  the  PolTeffion  of  it, 
they  muft  have  a  due  Regard  to  the  Trade 
of  the  Nation  at  home,  and  to  it's  political 
Interefts  abroad.  In  fine,  they  muft  do  their 
Duty  in  a  great  Meafure  ;  for  otherwife  the 
Paflions  of  a  free  People  are  not  to  be  re- 
ftrained.  Great  Misfortunes,  real  Poverty, 
manifcft  Oppreftions,  are  Things  that  the 
BritiJJj  People  will  not  endure,  they  are  apt 
to  fire  at  the  very  Sound  of  them  ;  but  I  be- 
lieve, they  are  feldom  apt  to  ftir,  or  to  ha-^ 
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zard  the  great  Goods  that  they  poflefs,  till 
they  feel  the  Evils  complained  of.  Whatever 
Ways,  w^hatever  Arts,  whatever  Means,  fuch 
as  are  in  the  Adminiftration,  and  their  Friends 
ufe,  to  maintain  this  Interefl  in  the  Com- 
mons, and  thereby  to  keep  the  Government 
in  a  fteady,  fettled  Courfe,  the  Sum  of 
them  is  what  you  and  your  Friends  af- 
fedt  to  call  Minifterial  Influence  -,  though  in 
fa(fl,  it  is  Minifterial  Dependance,  the  Chain 
by  which  they  are  bound  to  the  People. 

I  make  no  Manner  of  doubt  that  you  are 
ready  to  fuggeft  a  Multitude  of  warm,  fpright- 
ly  things  againft  what  1  have  advanced.  But 
Wit  ought  to  be  out  of  the  Queftion  here : 
In  Matters  of  this  Importance  we  muft  not 
truft  to  the  Livelinfefs  of  the  Imagination, 
but  to  Solidity  of  Judgment.  I  have  repre- 
fented  things  to  you  as  they  truly  are  j  you 
may  view  them  in  a  fairer  Light  if  you  will, 
by  confidering  them  as  they  fhould  be.  But 
thofe  v/ho  are  to  deal  with  Mankind,  muft: 
deal  with  them  as  they  find  them,  and  not 
according  to  their  fpeculative  Reflections  on 
human  Nature.  This  all  Parties  will  do, 
whether  they  are  diftinguiflied  by  the  Name 
of  Court  or  Country,  Patriots  or  Place-men. 
What  is  there,  dear  Sir,  that  has  given  your 
Friends  greater  Offence,  than  the  keeping 
up  regular  Forces  j  and  yet  do  you  not  well 
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femember  the  Time,  when  they  attempted 
to  bring  over  the  Army,  and  would  have 
made  every  Field-Officer  a  Freeholder  in  his 
Commiffion  ?  What  was  it,  not  long  ago, 
that  brought  over  the  Patrons  of  the  Schifm- 
Bill  to  fuch  a  compaffionate  Senfe  of  the  pre- 
fent  Circumflances  of  the  Dijfenters?  Will 
you  fay  ferioully  that  thefe  hot,  high-flying 
Gentlemen,  are  become  better  Chriftians, 
and  entertain  jufter  Notions  of  Peace  and 
Charity  than  formerly  they  did  ?  I  know. 
Sir,  you  are  too  wife  and  too  honell  to  pre- 
tend this.  But  why,  in  the  Name  of  Won- 
der, will  you  entertain  a  more  favourable  O- 
pinion  of  the  Civil  than  of  the  Church- 
Scheme,  of  thefe  new-fangled  Politicians  ? 
Why  fliouldyou  believe  their  Hate  to  Places 
men  better  grounded  than  their  Love  to  the 
Dijfentersy  or  their  Refpedt  to  the  Army  ? 
Beheve  me,  Sir,  they  are  all  alike,  all  Re- 
finements of  fadious  Policy,  which,  under 
the  Veil  of  publick  Spirit,  aims  at  engroiling 
the  Management  of  publick  Affairs.  I  am 
thoroughly  fatisfied  that,  whenever  your  Paf- 
iion  cools  a  little,  and  the  Edge  of  your  Pre- 
judice is  taken  off,  you  will  difcern  the  Truth 
of  what  I  fay,  and  either  give  up  the  Profe- 
cution  of  this  fanguine  Scheme,  or  openly 
carry  it  on  as  a  thing  necelTary  for  the  Ser- 
vice of  your  Party,  and  without,obtaining  of 
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which  they  can  never  hope,  even  after  fa 
long  and  fierce  a  Struggle,  to  diflodge  the 
prefent  Miniftry,  and  come  themfelves  into 
Power.  Such  a  Condudl,  as  it  w^ould  be 
more  candid,  fo  I  do  not  think  it  would 
be  lefs  cunning,  than  that  which  is  now  pur- 
fued  5  fince  it  is  certain,  that  Numbers  begin 
to  open  their  Eyes,  and  to  exercife  the  Pri- 
vilege of  Common  Senfe  at  the  Expence  of  the 
Craft/men. 

Farewel,  Sir,  I  have  done  for  ever  with 
this  Difpute  ;  your  Mirmidons  may  treat  me 
as  they  think  fit,  they  may  drefs  me  in  black 
or  in  red,  put  on  a  band  of  this  kind  or  of 
that,  call  me  Scribbler,  Sycophant,  Merce- 
nary, while  they  themfelves  much  better  de- 
ferve  thofe  Apellations.  I  fliall  reft  fatisfied 
that  I  have  drawn  the  Curtain  from  before 
this  Ra7'ee-Shew,  and  Ihewn  the  Faction's 
beloved  Scheme  in  it's  true  Lig-ht.  It  was 
due  to  Truth,  to  Juftice,  to  the  People ;  they 
have  been  long  enough  made  the  Tools  of  a 
felf-interefled  Party,  who  mean  Places  while 
they  rail  at  them,  and  who  covet  Power, 
though  they  would  be  thought  to  defpife 
it.  The  Nation  at  this  critical  Conjundture 
hath  other  Things  to  mind  than  their  Chi- 
merical Projects ;  we  are  perhaps  within  a 
few  Months  of  appearing  in  a  more  glorious 
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Light  than  any  other  People  In  Europe  ^ 
and  I  hope,  we  (hall  have  more  Wifdom 
than  to  negled  the  Opportunity  of  fixing 
our  Power  and  Reputation  for  ever,  for 
the  Sake  of  gratifying  the  longing  Defires 
of  a  few  Men  amongft  us,  who  cannot  be 
quiet  while  in  a  private  Conditio?!,  nor 
would  let  us  he  long  (o,  if  they  were  in 
publick  Statio?7s.  Pardon  this  fecond  printed 
Addrefs,  becaufe  it  was  neceiTary  ;  and  do 
not,  on  account  of  my  writing  freely,  deny 
tne  the  Honour  of  fubfcribing  my  felf 


l^Gur  affcSiionate  Friend, 


and  obedient  humhh 
Seyva?ity 


^M'M. 


■% 
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